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Concept: Reading and Understanding a Text: 
 
Situating and interpreting texts within their historical and cultural contexts. 

Students should refer to their American Indian Literature class syllabus and to their 
lecture notes as well as to the works assigned for the course. 

Specifically, students should review the following subjects: 

Cultural and historical differences and similarities between North American 
Indian tribes as reflected in their literatures with particular attention to: 

• Linguistic variation of languages from six different language families 
• Division of North America into different cultural regions, each containing tribes 
from different language families 
• Similarities and differences between oral tales from different tribes 
• Pan-Indian movements 
• Complex and distinct tribal histories 

Influences of colonization on North American Indian tribes as reflected in their 
literature with particular attention to: 

• Threats to the survival of Indian languages and oral literature 
• Changes in the ways of educating Indian young people, including the effects of 
the United States Indian boarding school policy 
• Societal, political, religious, and literary changes from prereservation times 
• Identity and the definition of who is an Indian 
 

Issues affecting Indian people today seen in literary/historical works, such as 
education issues, religious freedom issues, land issues, sovereignty issues, and 
issues of language and culture retention, with particular attention to: 

• The importance of access to sacred places and their preservation in the 
religious freedom of traditional Indian people 
• Challenges in educating Indian youth 
• The ownership of the Black Hills and other areas 
• The negotiation of sovereignty rights 
• Challenges in and methods of preserving Indian languages and culture
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