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Concept: Reading and Understanding a Text: 

Situating and interpreting texts within their historical and cultural contexts 

Students should refer to their American Literature II class syllabus and to their lecture 
notes as well as to the readings assigned for the course. 

Specifically, students should review the following concepts: 

American literary movements and individual literary works are, to varying 
degrees, expressions of their historical times and national or regional cultures, as 
seen in: 
 

• The influence of national expansion after the Civil War on American writing in        
 the second half of the nineteenth century. 
• The influence of the First World War and technological innovations on American 
 writing in the early twentieth century. 
• The influence of the Second World War and the postwar prosperity and world 

preeminence of the United States on American writing after 1945. 

Literature by American women reflects the circumstances and experiences of 
women in America at various points in the nation's history, as seen in: 

• The ways in which nineteenth century women writers depict the effect on their 
women characters of the gender restrictions of nineteenth century American 
culture. 

• The ways in which twentieth century women writers address an expanding 
number of themes, including the experiences of minority women. 

Literature by Native Americans, African Americans, Mexican Americans and other 
racial and/or ethnic minorities reflects the culture and circumstances of these 
groups at various times in American history, either as the experience of colonized 
peoples, of slaves, of immigrants, or of free citizens, as seen in: 

• The style and subject matter of Native American oral stories and orations. 
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• The ways in which Native American and Mexican American authors depict the 
effects of colonization and the clash of cultures on Americans of Indian and 
Hispanic ancestry. 

• The ways in which African American authors depict the experiences of Black 
slaves in American, either from firsthand experience or based on historical 
accounts. 

• The ways in which African American authors depict the continuing struggle for 
equality of Black people in America, the varieties of Black culture, and other 
themes. 

• The ways in which writers from various immigrant groups depict the 
experiences and difficulties immigrants have in fitting into general American 
society. 


