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Concept: Reading and Understanding Text: 
 
Situating and interpreting texts within their historical and cultural contexts 
 
The PreRomantics and Romantics will be situated within the 

context of Political Revolution (the major revolutions in 
France and America)  
Theories of the Sublime. 
The Industrial Revolution 
The Cult of the Individual; the Hero; the career of Napoleon  
New Theories of Poetry: Spontaneity, the Commonplace, Nature, and the 
Supernatural 
 
 

Victorian Writers will be shown to have expended their considerable energy on 
Parliamentary/Voting Reform (Reform Bills 1832 and 1867; Catholic and Jewish 
emancipation) 
Conditions of the Workers 
Rights for Women and Children 
The Irish Famine 
The Empire: Colonial Influences and 
Religious Controversy; particularly in the areas of the Oxford Movement and 
Darwin's Theories. 

At the same time, the growing literacy, prosperity and development of the age will be 
connected with the rise of the novel, particularly the large, serialized novel. 

The Nineties will be considered as a separate period, as the breakdown of imperial 
hegemony and societal certainties is shown forth in the art and particularly in the drama 
of the period. 

Twentieth Century Writers: 

The Great War (1914-18) will be connected with a new impetus in poetry, as 
soldiers produce poetry of remarkable power and realism. 

Yeats is studied within the context of Pre-Raphaeliteism, the Irish Renaissance, 
and the 1916 Rebellion. 

Modernism is seen as a movement coining out of the fragmentation and 
alienation of the war and post-war period: Joyce and Woolf are studied in this context, 
but also in their ground-breaking experimentation with stream of consciousness, which 
will be connected to the new insights of psychology. 

Beckett is discussed with reference to Existentialism, Theater of the Absurd, 
and the Cold War period during which he produced his play Endgame. 

Postcolonial sensibilities and histories come forth in such writers as Derek 
Walcott and Seamus Heaney. 
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Postmodernist writers such as Angela Carter are seen, in Fredrick Jameson's 
terms, as being end-products of, or reacting against, late-era capitalism and the 
consumer society. 

 
 

Finally, in general class discussion, questions of significance are brought up, and 
students come to some agreement about what the central ideas of a work are, and are 
enabled to consider the work's importance, either in weight of meaning for its own and 
for our time, or in influence on other works which follow it. 


