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Concept: Reading and Understanding a Text:  
 
Identifying major works and authors of American, British, and World literature from 
various cultures, genres, and periods, including literature for young adults 

Students should refer to their American Indian Literature class syllabus and to their 
lecture notes as well as to the works assigned for the course. 

Specifically, students should review the following subjects: 

Characteristics of oral Native American tales with particular attention to their: 

• Performative aspects 
• Literary styles 
• Methods of dissemination through time and space 
• Similarities and differences between tribes such as Lakota/Dakota, Ho Chunk 
 (Winnebago), Cherokee, Iroquois, Navajo, Hopi, and Zuni. 
• Educational and entertainment functions 
• Physical, emotional, intellectual, and religious dimensions 
• Classifications into Indian and non-Indian genres 
• Changes when recorded, transcribed, and/or translated 

Concepts of authorship of Native American oral and written literature with 
particular attention to: 

• Communal and individual authorship 
• The authoritativeness of various texts and/or variants 
• Indian and non-Indian influences on authors and storytellers 
• The extent to which individual authors speak for tribal groups 
• The collaborative nature of recorded, transcribed, and/or translated oral stories 
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Characteristics of written fiction and nonfiction by Native American authors with 
particular attention to their: 

• Utilization of oral literature sources 
• Utilization of historical and cultural sources 
• Reactions to colonialism 
• Educational and entertainment functions 
• Classification into genres 
• Literary styles 
 

 
Familiarity with Native American authors and their works, both contemporary 
writers and earlier, including the following authors: 

• Zitkala-Sa 
• Ella Deloria 
• James LaPointe 
• N. Scott Momaday 
• Thomas King 
• James Welch 
• Leslie Marmon Silko 
• Paula Gunn Allen 
• Gerald Vizenor 
• Simon Ortiz 
• Sherman Alexie 
• Elizabeth Cook-Lynn 
• Louise Erdrich 


