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Concept: Reading and Understanding a Text: 

Paraphrasing, comparing, and interpreting (literally and inferentially) various types of 
texts, including fiction, poetry, essays, and other nonfiction 

The English Literature Survey II covers the period of Romantic, Victorian, and 
Modern Literature in Britain and Britain's colonies. Students read, discuss, and are tested 
on a substantial amount of fiction, poetry, and non-fiction from a period covering more 
than two hundred years: 1783-2000, i.e. Romanticism to Contemporary Literature. 

Reading, note-taking, and comprehension tasks require the use of 
—a triple set of anthologies amounting to 2950+ pages; or a selection of novels, 
essays, and poetry collections which cover the equivalent period, and  
—in-class lectures on the history of the period. 

Students should revise major authors by reading introductions to these authors 
from the Norton or Longman Anthologies, paying particular attention to Blake, 
Wollstonecraft, Keats, the Shelleys, Byron, Wordsworth, Mill, Tennyson, Browning, 
Bronte, Arnold, Hopkins, Wilde, Hardy, Owen, Yeats, Woolf, Joyce, Beckett, Auden, 
Walcott, Heaney, Carter. 
 

Pay special attention to time lines, comparative eras of authors, and to the 
corresponding events in history during the author's lifetime.   Students should also revise 
from discussion sheets, tests, and class quizzes. 

In tests and discussion sheets, students are required to demonstrate facility in 
paraphrasing, comparing, and interpreting texts. Some subsections of these skills which 
will be useful in future exams are: 

• Accuracy of recall of the text, and clarity of paraphrasing in giving examples 
and illustrations from the text in support of points the student is making. 

• Precision and specificity of detail within the paraphrases as necessary for 
interpreting the text. 

• Relevance of the illustration/example to the interpretation or analytical point 
being made. 

• In hearing other points of view in the discussion groups, students are 
confronted with the various perspectives from which a work can be seen. 

• Finally, in general class discussion, questions of significance are brought up, 
and students come to some agreement about what the central ideas of a work 
are, and consider the work's importance, either in weight of meaning for its 
own and for our time, or in influence on other works which follow it. 


