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South Dakota State University  
PRAXIS Review Sheet 

 
                                       Course:  Introduction to English Studies 
 
 
Concepts addressed in this course: Composition and Rhetoric:  
 
Understanding and evaluating rhetorical features in writing, including strategies for the 
organization, development, and presentation of print, electronic, and visual media 
 
General Information: 
 
From the course descriptions: Engl 200: Introduction to English Studies, 3 credits, 
offered Fall semester. This course, required of all first year English majors, will provide 
students with the background and professional skills to read critically and write 
analytically about literary text. Students will learn to write from a variety of critical and 
theoretical stances. In addition, the course provides training in research methods for the 
discipline, including use of print and electronic sources, and in MLA documentation 
style. Students will generate bibliographies, source studies, and both documented and 
undocumented critical papers. Papers will be based on readings from poetry, fiction, and 
drama. 

 
Review Materials: 
 
Disclaimer: English 200: Introduction to English Studies is designed to prepare students 
for the English major, and to this end, students should realize that the course serves as a 
springboard for engaging their future English courses.  The materials covered in this 
course will enable the student to continually build a knowledge base in the field of 
English studies by preparing her/him to successfully complete courses in the major and to 
successfully navigate a post-baccalaureate job market.  At all times, students must refer 
to their notes, syllabi, readings, exams, essays, quizzes, and other relevant assignments 
both from this course and their subsequent English courses (when applicable). 
Specifically, students should review the following concepts/theories: 
 
 Refer to your notes and materials from our library workshops as well as your 
 various MLA and research-based assignments (including your theory papers and  
 your formal essay). 
 
 Refer to Chapters 1-6 in your MLA handbook, again paying careful attention to 
 how your own writing improved throughout the semester.  In addition, recall the  
 various times you presented information to the class, and how your strategies for 
 presenting information changed based on different topics and audiences. 
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Web sites: 
 
The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL): http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
English Literature Resources: http://www.english-literature.org/resources/
Dino Felluga’s Introductory Guide to Critical Theory: 
 http://www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/index.html
MLA: www.mla.org
APA: www.apa.org
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