
Development of this review sheet was made possible by funding from the US Department of 
Education through South Dakota’s EveryTeacher Teacher Quality Enhancement grant. 

 

South Dakota State University  
PRAXIS Review Sheet  

 
                    Course:  Linguistics 203—English Grammar 
 
 
Concepts addressed in this course:  Language and Linguistics 
 
Understanding the principles of language acquisition and development, 
including social, cultural, and historical influences and the role and nature 
of dialects 
 
Students refer to David Crystal The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the 
English Language (CEEL) 2nd ed. 2003 on the role of contemporary 
linguistic models in the study of the history, structure, and use of the 
English language:  “Modeling English” pp. iv-3. 
 
Students write a Self-Introduction paper in which they indicate the 
autobiography of their idiolect and their self-assessment of their language 
awareness skills. 
 
Students refer to the model of British Descriptivist Linguistics as the basis 
for examining historical and contemporary varieties of World Englishes—
this label has become standard in world linguistics as the result of the 
superlative applied linguistics curricula developed at Oxford, Cambridge, 
and University College—London. 
 CEEL “World English” pp. 106-115. 
  “Social Variation” pp. 363-93 
   gender 
   occupations (religion, science, law, politics,  

advertising, and journalism) 
    restricted varieties (Seaspeak and Airspeak) 
  
 Students write Grammatical Observations based on the vignette technique  

modeled in Haussamen et al. Grammar Alive! A Guide for Teachers 
National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) 2003. 
 Chapter 2 “Discovering Grammar” and the vignette “Helping High  

School Juniors Get Comfortable with Shakespeare’s  
English” pp.10-22. 

 
Students should be able to do analysis, short answer, and identification 
over material in two major sources: 

CEEL “Regional Variation” pp. 298-363.  This involves comparing 
and contrasting regional dialects and their respective histories and 
origins. 
Do You Speak American?   video series and online site 
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http://www.pbs.org/speak/
“From Sea to Shining Sea” American dialects and varieties 

Students do short response exercises on America’s major social dialects: 
 African American Vernacular English 
  Haussamen Grammar Alive!   pp. 7-12 and 94 ff  
  Do You Speak American?   videos and website 
 
Students must use the American Heritage College Dictionary (AHC4)4th 
ed. 2002 and demonstrate that they understand that English consists of a 
Germanic language in the large Indo-European family of languages. 
 Calvert Watkins “Indo-European and the Indo-Europeans” AHC4 
 pp. 1598-1631 and endpaper map inside back cover. 
 
Video  
 Do You Speak American?  Robert MacNeil/ PBS 2005 

Story of English #1 “An English-Speaking World: Present Day  
English Throughout the World” 1987 

Story of English #9 “The New Englishes: The Islands, the  
Subcontinent, the Former Empire”   1987  

  
 Internet 

“Do You Speak American?”  Robert MacNeil/ PBS  2005 
 http://www.pbs.org/speak/
 http://www.pbs.org/speak/sitemap
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