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South Dakota State University  
Praxis Review Sheet 

 
                                           Course:  American Literature I (English 241) 
 
 
Concepts addressed in this course: Reading and Understanding Text: 
 
Paraphrasing, comparing, and interpreting (literally and inferentially) various types of texts 
including fiction, poetry, essays, and other nonfiction 

 
Specifically, students should review strategies for interpreting texts of various genres through 
close reading, external criticism, and comparative analysis with previously studied texts.  Full 
comprehension of texts necessarily involves the following areas for review: 
 
1. Writing a précis of a story 
2. Identifying the theme, tone, and mood of a poem 
3. Explaining how point of view, tone, and intended audience shape a nonfiction text (e.g., 

Emerson’s “Divinity School Address”) 
4. Comparing theme and style of a particular piece of American Literature with comparable 

pieces from the same literary period of British or European literature (e.g., the Gothic tales of 
Irving with German Romanticism, the pantheistic poems of Bryant with those of  
Wordsworth) 

5. Translating textual meaning through interpretation of language, imagery, and allusion 
6. Recognizing the variants in style, approach, and theme among the works of a single author 

(e.g., Melville’s change in concept of cosmic evil in Moby Dick vs. Billy Budd) 
7. Comprehending how authors present the same idea differently through the use of an alternate 

genre, poetry vs. prose, for example (e.g., Whitman’s attitude toward war in the essay 
“Democratic Vistas” vs. his poetry in Drum-Taps) 

8. Interpreting text through close reading of content and close study of style 
9. Situating a text and its consequent meaning in the larger context of literary movements and 

periods (e.g., Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter  in light of the Feminist Movement and Seneca 
Falls convention of 1848) 

10. Studying and comprehending textual variants of literary pieces (manuscript changes, authors’ 
diaries/journals/notes, and publishers’ editing) and how those variants’ affect the meaning of 
a text  


