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Test Concept: Geography: Human systems; environment and society; and the uses 
of geography  
 
Students should review Salter and Hobbs, Essentials of World Regional Geography, 5th 
edition, chapters 1 and 2.   Key terms are in bold.  See also the National Council for 
Geographic Education website at http://www.ncge.org/ 
 
 
I. Human Systems  

A. People are central to geography; human activities, settlements, and structures 
help shape Earth's surface.  People also compete for control of the Earth and its 
resources.   
B. Geography studies the characteristics, distribution and migration of human 
populations.  One key indicator of population growth is Rate of Natural Increase 
(RNI). 
C. Geography studies the complexity of the earth's cultural mosaics and the 
patterns of human settlement that led to this distribution.  Foremost among these 
historical patterns were European expansion and subsequent colonization of 
most of the world beginning in the 1300s.  The world's ca. 199 countries are 
routinely described as either More Developed Countries (MDCs) or Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).  There are five Less Developed Countries for 
every one MDC.  
D. Human populations exist in increasingly interdependent cultural and economic 
networks in a process loosely called "globalization."  Wealth and resources are 
not equally distributed over the world and lead to many of the differences 
between MDCs and LDCs.   
 

II. Environment and Society 
A. The physical environment is influenced by the ways in which people value and 
use the Earth's physical features and processes. 
B. Physical systems affect human systems and future possibilities. 

1. More Developed Countries have only 20% of the world's population but 
consume 80% of its energy and resources.   
2. LDCs account for approximately 80% of the world's population (and 
90% of the world population growth), but use only 20% of its energy and 
resources.   

C. As human and physical systems change, resources and access to them becomes 
increasingly important.  Resources are best defined by the Resource Concept 
(resources satisfy current human demands and include both inert and obstacle 
elements).  
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III. Uses of Geography 

A. Knowing geography helps people to understand complex relationships between 
people, places, and environments over time.  Geography studies the Earth as it 
was, is, and might be.  
B.  Geography also develops the knowledge base and skills that educated people 
routinely use to make connections between different kinds of information. 
B. Geographers use maps to study systematically the spatial relationships 
between people and the world around them.  Geography also helps us to 
understand current events and important geographical problems and their 
potential solutions.   
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