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NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY  
PRAXIS REVIEW SHEET 

Social Studies 
 

History 151: U.S. to 1877 and History 360: Antebellum America and the Civil War 
 

Concept: Continued national development and the Civil War era  

Students should review Irwin Unger, These United States (Vol. 1), chapters 7-15. Key 
terms are in bold.  

I. Political Parties in the New Republic  
A. America's first political parties grow up around Alexander Hamilton, Thomas 
Jefferson and their different ideas about the future ofthe country.  

1. Alexander Hamilton outlines his pro-manufacturing plans for the economy 
beginning with his Report on Public Credit (1790) and Reports on 
Manufacturing (1791-92). Hamilton's Federalist Party develops and was pro-
England and anti-France.  
2. Thomas Jefferson wants the U.S. to remain agricultural and dependent on 
foreign trade for manufactured goods. Jefferson's Democratic-Republican 
Party develops and was pro-France (especially early in the French 
Revolution) and anti-England.  

B. These political parties are shaped by foreign events. England and France are 
fighting each other in the Napoleonic Wars (1793-1815) and attacking American 
merchant vessels with impunity. Domestic events, including the Whiskey Rebellion 
of 1794, also shape these parties.  

1. England continues to attack American ships and impress (force into 
service) American crews. Jay's Treaty of 1795 attempts to end these 
attacks but fails.  
2. Crises with France include Citizen Genet Affair (1794), XYZ Mfair 
(1798), and the Quasi-War with France (1798-1800)  
3. Conflict with France and England leads Pres. John Adams and the 
Federalists to enact the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798 to suppress 
Democratic-Republican dissent. Jefferson and James Madison protest this 
suppression in the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions.  

C. Federalists and Democratic-Republicans battle fiercely in the Election of 1800. After 
a bitterly contested election, Thomas Jefferson is elected president and Aaron Burr vice-
president. Jefferson keeps America out of war with England and France and is elected to 
a second term in 1804. Jefferson negotiates the Louisiana Purchase in 1804 but fails to 
force England and France to stop attacking our ships through his Embargo of 1807-08.  

II. War of 1812 and the Expansion of the Republic  
A. War of 1812  

1. Oliver Hazard Perry destroys the British fleet on Great Lakes in Sept. 
1813  
2. Andrew Jackson crushes Creek Indians in March 1814.  
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3. British invade and burn Washington, D.C. in August 1814.  
4. Treaty of Ghent ends war in December 1814.  
5. Andrew Jackson beats British at the Battle of New Orleans in January 
1815.  

B. War of 1812 opens the West to even more settlement. British abandon forts on 
southern Great Lakes and Indian tribes from Michigan to Florida are defeated or 
"removed." The war also shows the need for improved national transportation.  

1. Eli Whitney's Cotton Gin in 1793 opens the Mississippi Valley and west 
to profitable cotton agriculture. Thousands of cotton planters and their slaves 
move west.  
2. Monroe Doctrine in 1824 closes Western Hemisphere to European 
countries allowing U.S. to focus on domestic growth.  
2. The Erie Canal completed in 1825 links the Hudson River and New York 
City to the Great Lakes and points west.  
3. Railroad era begins in the 1830s.  

III. Antebellum America and Slavery in the West  
A. Westward expansion and Manifest Destiny: Approximately six million 
Americans move west of the Appalachian Mountains after the War of 1812. First new 
western state is Ohio.  
B. Factories and reform in Antebellum America: First factory in America is 
Slater's Mill in 1790. Factories grow in antebellum America ("antebellum" means 
"before the Civil War") in response to fundamental changes including population 
growth, westward expansion, immigration, industrialization and economic growth, 
and urbanization. Most famous new factory town is Lowell, Massachusetts.  
C. Westward Expansion of Slavery  

a. Eli Whitney's cotton gin in 1793 opens the South's west to upland cotton. 
Demand for cotton in the Lowell mills and factories in both the U.S. and 
Europe keep prices high and make cotton "King" in the South. b. Success of 
cotton also brings the Domestic Slave Trade. Slave traders buy slaves in the 
East and sell them to the new cotton plantations in the West. Domestic slave 
trade destroys slave families and leads to Nat Turner's Slave Rebellion in 
1831. The horrors of the domestic slave trade also become some of the most 
effective evidence against slavery. Abolitionists are strongly anti-slavery and 
seek to abolish (end) slavery.  

E. Westward expansion of slavery becomes foremost political issue in 
Antebellum America and leads to the Civil War.  

a. Northwest Ordinance of 1787 prohibits slavery from states formed 
from territory north of the Ohio River. Intentionally says nothing about 
states formed from territory south of the Ohio.  
b. Missouri Compromise of 1820 attempts to maintain the political 
balance between slave and free states. Accepts Maine as a free state and 
Missouri as a slave state. Any new states formed from territory north of the 
southern border of Missouri will be free. Any states formed south of this 
line will be slave states.  
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c. Annexation of Texas (1845), the Oregon Territory (1846), and the 
Mexican War (1846-1848) vastly expand the size of the United States. 
Except for Oregon, most of this new land is in the South where cotton and 
slavery may enter.  
d. Free Soil Party forms in 1848 to keep slavery out of the West. Free 
Soil Party argues for Popular Sovereignty-letting the people of a 
territory decide for themselves about slavery when they apply for 
statehood.  
e. Rapid settlement of the West, especially California, brings more crises. 
Compromise of 1850 accepts California as a free state and gives the 
Fugitive Slave Act to pro-slavery interests. Fugitive Slave Act inspires 
Harriet Beecher Stowe to write powerful anti-slavery novel Uncle Tom's 
Cabin (1850-52).  
f. Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 allows both territories to apply for 
statehood under popular sovereignty. Open warfare between pro- and 
anti-slavery forces in Kansas called "Bleeding Kansas." Conflict in 
Kansas helps to split the Democratic party into pro- and anti-slavery 
wings.  
g. Republican Party forms in 1854 from anti-slavery Whigs, Democrats, and 
Free Soilers.  
h. Last chance to avoid war is the Supreme Court's Dred Scott decision in 
1857. Court refused to act on the issue of slavery in the territories, but 
affirmed the right of slaveholders to bring slave property into new areas.  
i. South Carolina promises to secede from the Union if Abraham Lincoln is 
elected in 1860. He is and South Carolina becomes the first state to secede in 
December 1860. The Confederate States of America is formed in Feb. 1861.  

IV. Civil War  
A. War begins in April 1861 with Confederate forces firing on Fort Sumter in 
South Carolina.  
B. Civil War kills and wounds at least 780,000 soldiers; was by far the bloodiest 
war in American history until World War II. Some key events:  

a. First big battle is the Confederate victory at the First Battle of Bull 
Run in Virginia in 1861.  
b. Three battles in 1862 have 20,000+ casualties each: Shiloh in April, 
Antietam in Sept., and Fredericksburg (MD) in December. Shiloh (in 
TN) and Antietam (in MD) were Union victories.  
c. Horrific casualties weaken Union war effort and Abraham Lincoln 
announces the Emancipation Proclamation in Jan. 1863 to bolster the 
war effort in the North. Three largest battles in 1863 were Chancellorsville 
(VA) in May, Gettysburg (PA) in July, and Chickamagua (TN) in 
September. Of these three battles, only the most important one at 
Gettysburg was a Union victory.  
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d. Two biggest battles in 1864 were both in Virginia: the Wilderness 
Campaign from May-July and Cold Harbor in June. Sherman's March 
from Sept. 1864 to March 1865 helps convince the South to surrender.  

C. War ends in April 1865 with the surrender of Robert E. Lee in Appomattox, 
Virginia.  
 


