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NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

PRAXIS REVIEW SHEET 
World History: Modern History 

 
History 122: Western Civilizations II, History 329: The French Revolution and Napoleon, 

History 330: 19th Century Europe, History 375: European Social History, History 420: 
Contemporary Europe, Political Science 250: World Politics,  

Geography 210: World Regional Geography 
 

 
Praxis concepts addressed in these courses: Political and industrial revolutions, 
Nationalism (1750-1914); conflicts, ideologies, and evolutions in the Twentieth century 
(1900-1991); and contemporary trends (1991—Present); changing geopolitical map of the 
world, regional and global economic and environmental independence, the welfare state, 
liberation movements and globalization  
 

You should probably begin your preparation with a brief overview of modern history.  
Reading through the relevant portions of the table of contents of any good world or Western 
civilization survey will help.  See also the outline of modern history attached below. 

 
Note that the concept description focuses largely on contemporary issues. This 

accurately reflects the biases of the exam.  The exam designers are more interested in political 
correctness than they are in history. 
 

For a quick review of what’s really important for educated people to know about this 
modern history, see E.D. Hirsch’s New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy. The online version of 
Hirsch’s book (http://www.bartleby.com/59) is particularly convenient. 

 
You should find useful the History 122 sections on my Web site 

(http://www.northern.edu/marmorsa). Glance over the study guides for the second midterm and 
the final exam. Making sure you know the ID terms on these study guides should be good 
preparation for this portion of the Praxis exam. 

 
Because the exam focuses so much on global/contemporary issues, you will find it 

helpful to spend extra time reviewing the material from your World Politics (POLS 250) and 
your World Regional Geography classes (GEOG 210).  You’ll need to study this material for 
other portions of the content exam anyway, and the exam designers tend to favor the 
“interdisciplinary” type questions addressed in world geography and world politics.  

 
For more thorough coverage, see the various Internet History Source Books 

(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/).  The Internet Women’s History Sourcebook 
(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/women/womensbook.html) might be particular useful in 
reviewing for the gender questions you’ll likely find on the exam. 
. 
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World History: Modern History 
Themes and Key Terms 

 
18th Century, “The Age of Reason/Enlightenment” (1700-1800) 

Major themes: Exceptionally great faith in the ability of reason to solve all human 
problems, tremendous expansion of human knowledge, “enlightened despots”, rise of 
Russia as a major power, the American and French Revolutions, the Napoleonic Wars, 
Classical/Neoclassical styles in art, continued European colonization of the rest of the 
world, increased slave trade.   

Key terms: Frederick the Great, Maria Theresa, Peter the Great, Catherine the Great, 
Philosophes, Deism, Rousseau, Civil Liberty, Voltaire, Kant, French Revolution, Reign 
of Terror, Beginnings of Industrial Revolution in England, East India Company, 
Neoclassical Art, Mozart 

19th Century, “The Age of Progress” (1800-1900) 
 
Major themes: Tremendous economic, political and social advances in Europe brought 
about by a combination of conservative ideas (e.g., the balance of power and the concert 
of Europe) and liberal ideas (nationalism, representative government, guarantees of 
fundamental rights, laissez-faire economics), unification of Italy and Germany, increased 
European domination of Asia (India annexed to the British empire, China divided into 
“spheres of influence”), faith in inevitable progress dominating intellectual life.  
 
Key terms: Congress of Vienna, Balance of Power, Liberalism, Laissez-faire, 
Nationalism, Crimean War, Cavour, Garibaldi, Bismarck, Franco-Prussian War, Queen 
Victoria, Sepoy Rebellion, Opium War, Taiping Rebellion, Comte, Hegel, Darwin, 
Nietzsche, Marx, Dostoyevsky, Romanticism, Realism 
 

20th Century, “The Age of Violence/The Global Age” (1900-2000) 
 
Major themes: Word wars, totalitarian rise and expansion after World War I, the Cold 
War, post-World War II economic expansion, collapse of European colonial empires, 
conflicts in Africa and the Middle East, “globalism,” contemporary artistic movements, 
popular culture, changing roles of women 

Key terms: World War I, Armenians, Versailles Treaty, Russian Revolution, Lenin, 
Stalin, Hitler, World War II, Holocaust, Cold War (Congo), Vietnam, Gandhi, Cubism, 
Existentialism, Wahhabism  

Note:  The Praxis exam places extra emphasis on African and Asian history.  If you are weak in 
these areas, you’ll find useful the excellent material on the Washington State University Web 
site.  Africa: http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/MODAFRCA/MODAFRCA.HTM; China: 
http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/MODCHINA/MODCHINA.HTM; Japan: 
http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/TOKJAPAN/TOKJAPAN.HTM
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