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SPED 431- Identification and Assessment in Special Education 
 
 
Praxis concepts addressed in the course: 
Assessments  

1. Use of assessment for screening, diagnosis placements and the making of instructional 
decisions, for example how to select and conduct non discriminatory and appropriate 
assessments; how to interpret standardized and specialized assessments; results; how to 
affectively use evaluation results in individualized family service plan (IFSP): Individualized 
education program, (IEP) development how to prepare written reports and communicate 
findings  

2. Procedures and test materials both formal and informal typically used for pre referral 
screening, referral, classification, placement and ongoing program monitoring  

3. How to select, construct, conduct and modify non discriminatory developmentally and 
chronologically age appropriate uniform assessments including teacher made tests, 
curriculum based assessment and alternatives to norm referenced testing (including anecdotal 
observations, error analysis, miscue analysis, self evaluation questionnaire’s and interviews, 
journals and learning logs, and portfolio assessments.  

 
Text: 
Exceptional Children Heward 8th edition  
 
Textbook Content: - Referencing Praxis Concept and Content 1 - 2 - 3  
 
Praxis content (1) 
Definitions of standardized tests, norm referenced tests, the normal curve, and standard deviation, 
143-145, 194  
IQ scores and diagnosis on MR, 142-144  
Projective tests, 238  
Issues to consider with IQ tests/scores, LD 183  
Criteria referenced tests, LD, 194-195  
Informal reading inventories, LD, 195  
Purposes of screening assessments and evaluations, 354  
Standardized achievement tests, 194  
Response to instruction for diagnosis of LD, 209-211  
Screening tools for emotional and behavior disorders, 236-238  
Screening and diagnostic tools for autism spectrum disorders, 271-273  
Screening assessment and diagnosis of communication disorders, 315-320  
Audiometry and audiograms, 354-356  
Screening and assessment tools for early intervention, 567, 570- 572  
Functional behavior assessment, 238-239, 491, 493-494  
Screening and assessment for hearing impairment, 354-356  
 
Praxis content (2)  
Pre-referral intervention, 56-58  
Multifactor evaluation, 57-60  
Monitoring student progress, 65  
Precision teaching, 196  
Curriculum based measurement, 195-196, 572  
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Assessing adaptive behavior, 145  
Direct and frequent measurement, 164, 196, and 238-239  
Manifestation determination, 29, 253-254  
 
Praxis content (3)  
Assessing the communicative confidence of culturally and linguistically diverse students, 318-319  
Non-discriminatory assortment, 61-63  
 
 
Additional information can be obtained on the companion web site www.prenhall.com  

http://www.prenhall.com/

