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NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY  
 

PRAXIS REVIEW SHEET 
WORLD AND UNITED STATES HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE (0941) 

Development of City Civilizations—Circa 3000-1500 B.C.E. 
  

History 121: Western Civilizations I, History 311: Chinese History 
 
 
Praxis concepts addressed in this course: Developments in the following areas: 
Mesopotamia, Africa, Indus River Valley, Huang He River Valley, and Mesoamerica  
 

You should probably begin your preparation with a brief overview of ancient history.  
Make sure you have at least a rough idea of which civilizations developed during the ancient 
period.  Reading through the table of contents of any good world or Western civilization survey 
will help.  See also the relevant outlines and lecture notes on my Web site: 
(http://www.northern.edu/marmorsa/history121.htm) 
 
Mesopotamia  
 
 Sumer and Akkad (3000-2000 B.C.) 
 Amorites (Babylonians) (2000-1000 B.C.) 
 

Major themes:  “History begins at Sumer, “ with the first great urban civilization, 
characterized by extensive irrigation, specialized trades, the emergence of writing, the 
earliest known literature, the first written laws, polytheistic religion (gods like An, Ki, 
Enlil, Shamesh, etc., associated with the forces of nature). Sargon of Akkad (c. 2300) 
creates the first empire known to history. The Babylonians (Amorites) improve on 
Sumerian foundations, creating a more stable empire, an elaborate legal code (the Code 
of Hammurabi), and literary works like the Enuma Elish and the Epic of Gilgamesh. 
 
Key terms: Sumer, Babylon, Assyria, Chaldaeans, Hammurabi, Code of Hammurabi, 
Ziggurat, Marduk, Epic of Gilgamesh, Polytheism  
 

Africa 
 
 Egypt (3000-1000 BC) 
 

Major themes: Pharaoh, a living god, creates the unity that leads to an advanced 
civilization.  A civilization similar to that of Mesopotamia, but generally more peaceful 
and optimistic.   
 
Key terms: Pharaoh, Nile, Hieroglypics, Pyramid, Osiris, Hatchepsut, Hyksos 
 
Kush (1700-1500 BC) 
 

http://www.northern.edu/marmorsa/history121.htm
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Major themes:  Kush and Axum are the labels sometimes given successive phases of the 
early civilizations of present-day Ethiopia and Sudan.  Influencing and influenced by 
Ancient Egyptian civilization, each achieved some pretty impressive stuff.  Kush 
flourishes right at the end of the time period of this “Praxis concept,” Axum (Aksum)  a 
bit later.  See the excellent material on the Washington State University Web site: 
http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/CIVAFRCA/KUSH.HTM. 

 
India (emerges c. 3000 BC) 

 
Major themes: emergence of river-valley civilizations similar to Mesopotamia and Egypt 
around the Indus.  Often called “Harappan” civilization since the main archaeological 
excavations were made near Harappa.  Not much to be said with certainty since Harappan 
writing can’t yet be deciphered. 
 
Key terms: Harappan Civilization, Indus 
 

China (emerges c. 2000 BC)  
 

Major themes and key terms: emergence of river-valley civilizations similar to 
Mesopotamia and Egypt around the Huang He (Yellow River).  While later Chinese 
history produced from fascinating legends about the earliest period of Chinese history, 
we have no reliable written sources for the earliest Chinese dynasties. For the 
archaeological evidence, see the summaries of the Xia and Shang dynasties linked here: 
http://www.crystalinks.com/chinadynasties.html. 
 

Mesoamerica 
 

Major themes and key terms: Mesoamerica is thrown in here for politically correct 
reasons. Someone who doesn’t have any real knowledge of Mesoamerican history or 
about the relative value of the different things a history program might include thought 
that you should know something about a period they probably know nothing about 
themselves.  Why would they include “Mesoamerica” and not the rest of the Americas? 
Why don’t they see that, since there are no written records, investigation of this period 
belongs under the heading “anthropology,” not “world history.”  
 
For a good brief outline of Central and South American history in general, see:   
http://campus.northpark.edu/history/WebChron/Americas/Americas.html

 
 For more detail, see http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/CIVAMRCA/CIV.HTM

 
If you want Mesoamerica only, see: 
http://weber.ucsd.edu/~dkjordan/arch/mexchron.html
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