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Praxis concepts addressed in this course: Hunting and gathering societies (Paleolithic Age); 
and the development of settled agriculture, animal husbandry, and sedentary communities 
(Neolithic Age)  
 
 Prehistory is more the province of the archaeologist and the anthropologist than it is that 
of the historian.  True history begins with the advent of writing (c. 3000 BC).  Archaeological 
evidence unsupported by written corroboration is notoriously subject to conflicting 
interpretations, and it’s hard to find consensus even on approximate dates.  Also confusing is the 
fact that different parts of the world are on different phases of prehistory.  “Stone Age” cultures 
abound in some places long after the Bronze Age begins.     
 

The World History Chronology Project does an excellent job summarizing “consensus” 
dates and developments of the prehistoric period.  See especially their section on Settled 
Agriculture: http://campus.northpark.edu/history/WebChron/World/World.html

 
 

Themes and Key Terms 
 

Paleolithic era (Old Stone Age) (c. 250,000 B.C.—10,000 B.C.) 
Mesolithic era (Middle Stone Age) (c. 10,000—6,000 B.C.) 
Neolithic era (New Stone Age) (c. 8,000 BC-4000 B.C.) 
Bronze Age (c. 4000-2000 BC) 
 
Major themes: Anthropologists describe the Old Stone Age as a long, long period of 
relatively little cultural change.  Chipped stone tools and a hunter/gatherer economy 
typify the Old Stone Age. By contrast, the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods were times of 
relatively rapid change. An agricultural revolution (domestication of plants and animals) 
led to settled villages and to discoveries like the wheel and the making of pottery. Rapid 
population growth led to the birth of cities (the urban revolution), the emergence of 
writing and (as a result) the beginnings of history. 
 
Key terms:  Paleolithic, Hunter-Gatherer Culture, Ice Age, Neolithic, Agricultural 
Revolution, Urban Revolution  
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