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U.S. History 
Early Years of the New Nation (1791–1829) 

 
History 151: U.S. to 1877, History 360: Antebellum America and the Civil War  

 
 
Praxis concepts addressed in these courses: Political development, including early 
presidential administrations, establishment of the federal judiciary, and inception and 
growth of political parties; foreign policy issues, including the Louisiana Purchase, the War 
of 1812, and the Monroe Doctrine; economic development, including Hamilton’s economic 
plan, tariffs, and changes in agriculture, commerce, and industry; and social and cultural 
development in this period, including immigration and the frontier, family life and the role 
of women, religious life, and nationalism and sectionalism  
 
Review the relevant chapters in the main text for your History 151 course (for most of you, 
Chapters 7-12 of Irwin Unger, These United States, Volume 1). 
   
The following is Dr. Grettler’s summary of the Early National Key terms are highlighted. 
 
I. Political Parties in the New Republic 

A. America's first political parties grow up around Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson 
and their different ideas about the future of the country. 

1. Alexander Hamilton outlines his pro-manufacturing plans for the economy 
beginning with his Report on Public Credit (1790) and Reports on 
Manufacturing (1791-92).  Hamilton's Federalist Party develops and was pro-
England and anti-France. 
2. Thomas Jefferson wants the U.S. to remain agricultural and dependent on 
foreign trade for manufactured goods.  Jefferson's Democratic-Republican Party 
develops and was pro-France (especially early in the French Revolution) and anti-
England. 

B. These political parties are shaped by foreign events.  England and France are fighting 
each other in the Napoleonic Wars (1793-1815) and attacking American merchant vessels 
with impunity.  Domestic events, including the Whiskey Rebellion of 1794, also shape 
these parties. 

1. England continues to attack American ships and impress (force into service) 
American crews.  Jay's Treaty of 1795 attempts to end these attacks but fails. 
2. Crises with France include Citizen Genet Affair (1794), XYZ Affair (1798), and 
the Quasi-War with France (1798-1800) 
3. Conflict with France and England leads Pres. John Adams and the Federalists to 
enact the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798 to suppress Democratic-Republican 
dissent.  Jefferson and James Madison protest this suppression in the Virginia and 
Kentucky Resolutions.   
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C.  Federalists and Democratic-Republicans battle fiercely in the Election of 1800.  After a 
bitterly contested election, Thomas Jefferson is elected president and Aaron Burr vice-
president.  Jefferson keeps America out of war with England and France and is elected to a 
second term in 1804.  Jefferson negotiates the Louisiana Purchase in 1804 but fails to force 
England and France to stop attacking our ships through his Embargo of 1807-08.   
 

II. War of 1812 and the Expansion of the Republic 
A. War of 1812 

1. Oliver Hazard Perry destroys the British fleet on Great Lakes in Sept. 1813 
2. Andrew Jackson crushes Creek Indians in March 1814. 
3. British invade and burn Washington, D.C. in August 1814. 
4. Treaty of Ghent ends war in December 1814. 
5. Andrew Jackson beats British at the Battle of New Orleans in January 1815. 

B. War of 1812 opens the West to even more settlement.  British abandon forts on southern 
Great Lakes and Indian tribes from Michigan to Florida are defeated or "removed."  The 
war also shows the need for improved national transportation. 

1. Eli Whitney's Cotton Gin in 1793 opens the Mississippi Valley and west to 
profitable cotton agriculture.  Thousands of cotton planters and their slaves move 
west. 
2. Monroe Doctrine in 1824 closes Western Hemisphere to European countries 
allowing U.S. to focus on domestic growth. 
2. The Erie Canal completed in 1825 links the Hudson River and New York City to 
the Great Lakes and points west.   
3. Railroad era begins in the 1830s. 

 
III. Antebellum America and Slavery in the West 

A. Westward expansion and Manifest Destiny: Approximately six million Americans 
move west of the Appalachian Mountains after the War of 1812.  First new western state 
is Ohio. 
B. Factories and reform in Antebellum America: First factory in America is Slater’s Mill 
in 1790.  Factories grow in antebellum America (“antebellum” means “before the Civil 
War”) in response to fundamental changes including population growth, westward 
expansion, immigration, industrialization and economic growth, and urbanization.  Most 
famous new factory town is Lowell, Massachusetts. 
C. Westward Expansion of Slavery 

a. Eli Whitney’s cotton gin in 1793 opens the South’s west to upland cotton.  
Demand for cotton in the Lowell mills and factories in both the U.S. and Europe 
keep prices high and make cotton “King” in the South. 
b. Success of cotton also brings the Domestic Slave Trade.  Slave traders buy 
slaves in the East and sell them to the new cotton plantations in the West.  
Domestic slave trade destroys slave families and leads to Nat Turner’s Slave 
Rebellion in 1831.  The horrors of the domestic slave trade also become some of 
the most effective evidence against slavery.  Abolitionists are strongly anti-
slavery and seek to abolish (end) slavery.   

E. Westward expansion of slavery becomes foremost political issue in Antebellum 
America and leads to the Civil War. 
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a. Northwest Ordinance of 1787 prohibits slavery from states formed from 
territory north of the Ohio River.  Intentionally says nothing about states formed 
from territory south of the Ohio. 
b. Missouri Compromise of 1820 attempts to maintain the political balance 
between slave and free states.  Accepts Maine as a free state and Missouri as a 
slave state.  Any new states formed from territory north of the southern border of 
Missouri will be free.  Any states formed south of this line will be slave states.   
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