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PRAXIS REVIEW SHEET 
WORLD AND UNITED STATES HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE (0941) 

World History 
Contemporary Trends 1991--Present 

 
History 122: Western Civilization II, History 375: European Social History,  

History 420: Contemporary Europe 
 
 

Praxis concepts addressed in these courses: Changing geopolitical map of the world 
including the new Europe, and the emergence of the Pacific Rim; regional and global 
economic and environmental interdependence, and globalization: social and economic 
trends, global popular culture; new technologies 
 
Well, we finally reached it: that glorious time period that features wonderful, marvelous you!  
All of human history was obviously leading up to this point, and now—here you are!  But 
exactly where are you?  And where are you going from here? 
 
Well, you’re not quite history yet, so it’s probably best to seek the answer in geographical rather 
than historical terms. And you are lucky geographically.  First of all, you live in an MDC.  You 
should have learned the following about MDCs from Dr. Grettler: 
 

The world's ca. 199 countries are routinely described as either More Developed 
Countries (MDCs) or Less Developed Countries (LDCs).  There are five Less 
Developed Countries for every one MDC.   

 
1. More Developed Countries have only 20% of the world's population but consume 80% 
of its energy and resources.   
2. LDCs account for approximately 80% of the world's population (and 90% of the world 
population growth), but use only 20% of its energy and resources.   

 
Human populations exist in increasingly interdependent cultural and economic networks 
in a process loosely called "globalization."  Wealth and resources are not equally 
distributed over the world and lead to many of the differences between MDCs and LDCs.   

 
LDCs are not only poor, but often violent places to live. See the “Gendercide” Web site 
(http://www.gendercide.org/gwmain.html) to see how the other 80% live: or, rather, how many 
of them quit living. 
 
Fortunately, or unfortunately for you, MDCs are going through what’s called an information 
explosion.  Available knowledge is expanding at a phenomenal (and totally unprecedented rate).  
Five hundred years ago, an educated man could hope to know just about everything there was to 
know about every academic field.  Today, no one can hope to know all there is to know about 
even one relatively tiny area. 

http://www.gendercide.org/gwmain.html
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But, of course, you are going to be a teacher. You should know everything.  So, as we tell you 
above, just add to your mastery of history a mastery of recent world developments ranging from 
economics to technology to pop culture…and you’ll do just fine on this exam.   
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