
Development of this review sheet was made possible by funding from the US Department of Education 
through South Dakota’s EveryTeacher Teacher Quality Enhancement grant. 

 

NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY  
 

PRAXIS REVIEW SHEET 
WORLD AND UNITED STATES HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE (0941) 

World History 
Emerging Global Interactions--Circa 1400 C.E.-1800 C.E. 

 
History 121: Western Civilization I, History 122: Western Civilization II, History 311: China, 

History 326: Renaissance/Reformation, History 341: English History to 1688,  
History 368: History and Culture of American Indians,  

History 375: European Social History 
 
 

Praxis concepts addressed in these courses: Transition from subsistence agriculture to a 
market economy, and the rise of centralized states. Europe: Renaissance, Reformation, 
Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment; global cultural diffusion and interaction 
movement of peoples, goods, and ideas; and patterns of cultural contact in Asia, Africa, ad 
the Americas, including the disruption of African cultures by slavery and imperialism, the 
rejection of European culture by China and Japan, and the destruction of cultures in 
Mesoamerica and South America  
 
Modern History (1350 AD—present) 
 
 Renaissance (1350-1600) 
 

Major themes: As Europeans faced the disasters of the Late Middle Ages, they drew on 
all the resources at their disposal, and ended up creating some enormously impressive 
things.  The Renaissance spirit combines a great love of the past (especially the Greek 
and Roman past) with an optimistic attitude about the ability of human beings to go 
beyond the work of their predecessors.  A great age of discovery and invention, art and 
literature. 
 
Key terms: Medici, Dante, Boccaccio, Machiaveli, Botticelli, Da Vinci, Raphael, 
Michelangelo, Wyclif, Huss, Gutenberg, Columbus, Copernicus, Erasmus, Sir Thomas 
More, Shakespeare, Francis Bacon 

 
 Reformation (1517-1648) 
 

Major themes: Note again the overlapping time period: there’s no sharp break between 
the Renaissance and Reformation periods!  In general, we use the term Reformation when 
focusing primarily on religious developments, in particular, the rise of the various 
protestant sects and the transformations within the Catholic church itself.    

 
Key terms: Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, Anabaptists, Anglicans, Jesuits, Council of Trent, 
Hapsburgs, Thirty Years’ War 
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 16th and 17th Centuries, “Age of Change” (1500-1700) 
 

Major themes: In addition to the cultural changes associated with the Renaissance (1350-
1600) and the religious changes associated with the Reformation (1517-1648), there were 
lots of other 16th and 17th century changes.  Columbus’ discovery led to some positives 
(e.g., exchange of New World and Old World crops) but also to many problems: rapid 
inflation, declining real wages, changed trade routes, competition for colonies and 
increasing political and social tension.  These tensions, amplified by religious division led 
to wars and revolution throughout Europe.  The worst of these, the Thirty Years’ War, 
left 1/3 of the German speaking population of Europe dead.  For the New World, the 
introduction of European diseases proved an even greater disaster, wiping out perhaps 
80% of the native population.  Positives of this era include the scientific revolution and 
the emergence of the political ideas that stand behind British and American democracy.  

 
Key terms: Galileo, Newton, Louis XIV, Cromwell, Glorious Revolution, Hobbes, 
Locke, Absolute Monarchy, Natural Rights, Descartes, Pascal, Baroque, Rubens, Corelli, 
Bernini, Rembrandt 

 
18th Century, “The Age of Reason/Enlightenment” (1700-1800) 

Major themes: Exceptionally great faith in the ability of reason to solve all human 
problems, tremendous expansion of human knowledge, “enlightened despots”, rise of 
Russia as a major power, the American and French Revolutions, the Napoleonic Wars, 
Classical/Neoclassical styles in art, continued European colonization of the rest of the 
world, increased slave trade.   

Key terms: Frederick the Great, Maria Theresa, Peter the Great, Catherine the Great, 
Philosophes, Deism, Rousseau, Civil Liberty, Voltaire, Kant, French Revolution, Reign 
of Terror, Beginnings of Industrial Revolution in England, East India Company, 
Neoclassical Art, Mozart 
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