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Praxis concepts addressed in these courses: Tang, Song, and Ming China 
 
The Tang, Song, and Ming dynasties were covered extensively in Dr. Hoar’s course, and you 
will be more than adequately prepared if you review your History 311 notes.  If you did not take 
Dr. Hoar’s course, the excellent overview of Chinese dynasties here should be sufficient 
preparation anyway: 
 
 http://www.crystalinks.com/chinadynasties.html
 
Tang Dynasty (618—907 AD) 
 
Follows the usual pattern of Chinese dynasties, initial greatness and energy eventually giving 
way to decadence and weakness.  A high point of Chinese history in terms both of military and 
political success and in terms of literature and philosophy.  All entering government service had 
to pass exams on Confucian philosophy, and the Chinese (as a result) were among the best 
governed people on earth. 
  
Song Dynasty (907-1279 AD) 
 
Under this dynasty, Confucian ideas are even more integral to government.  Neo-Confucianism, 
with its blend of Buddhist, Taoist, and Confucian ideas, serves as source of social stability or 
rigidity, depending on how one wants to look at things.  A very hierarchical society, stressing 
obedience to superiors.  Beginning around 1206, Mongol invaders disrupt China, and, by 1279, 
they bring the Song dynasty to and end. 
 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) 
 
In 1371, the former Buddhist monk Yu-chang drove out the Mongols and became  the first of the 
Ming emperors.  The Ming dynasty presided over a period of increasing trade, and was able to 
force some of China’s neighbors to pay tribute.  From 1407-1428, for instance, Ming troops 
occupied Vietnam. Famine, internal rebellion, and Manchu incursions brought the Ming dynasty 
to an end in 1644. 
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