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NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY  
 

PRAXIS REVIEW SHEET 
WORLD AND UNITED STATES HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE (0941) 

World History 
Decline of Classical Civilizations and Change--Circa 500 B.C.E.-1400 C.E.  

 
History 121: Western Civilizations I, History 425: Medieval Europe 

 
 

Praxis concepts addressed in these courses: Feudalism in western and central Europe and 
Japan 
 
 Unfortunately, there are widely different definitions of the terms “feudalism,” and it’s 
very hard to tell what the Praxis designers have in mind here.  Many historians use “feudalism” 
as the label for a political system with a weak central government.  Others (particularly the 
Marxists) use “feudalism as a derisive label for all European political arrangements up to the 
French Revolution!  See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feudalism for a good summary of the 
problems with the term itself. 
 
 I am guessing that the Praxis designers include the entirety of the Middle Ages as part of 
the “feudal” period.  Otherwise, there is no place at all in their guide for the High Middle Ages. 
 

For a quick review of what’s important for educated people to know about this period of 
history, see E.D. Hirsch’s New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy. The online version of Hirsch’s 
book (http://www.bartleby.com/59) is particularly convenient as you prepare for the exam. See 
also the History 121 section of my Web site: http://www.northern.edu/marmorsa/history121.htm

 
Unless you read your “Mainstream of Civilization” book very carefully, you probably 

didn’t cover Japanese feudalism in any of your courses.  For a brief summary, see 
http://www.loyno.edu/~seduffy/feudaljapan.html. 
 

For more thorough coverage, see the various Internet History Source Books 
(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/).  The Internet Women’s History Sourcebook 
(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/women/womensbook.html) might be particular useful in 
reviewing for the gender questions you’ll likely find on the exam. 

 
Themes and Key Terms 

    
Medieval European History 

 
Early Middle Ages (325 AD-1000 AD) 
 Early Medieval Europe 
 Byzantine Empire (325 AD—1453 AD) 
 Rise of Islam (begins 622 AD) 
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Major themes: Barbarian invasions and the fall of Western Rome, feudalism, 
monasticism, growth of Catholic church, Rise of the Byzantine Empire in the east, 
Caesaro-Papism, birth and expansion of Islam  
 
Key terms: Constantine, Constantinople, Huns, Attila, Justinian, Christological 
Controversies, Iconoclasm, Muhammad, Mecca, Medina, Koran, Five Pillars of Islam, 
Mosque, Haj, Jihad, Caliph, Benedictines, Charlemagne, Feudalism 
 
High Middle Ages (1000-1300 AD) 
 
Major themes: Rise of centralized monarchy in France, England, and the Holy Roman 
Empire, rise of universities, Gothic and Romanesque art, the Crusades, rebirth of 
literature (e.g., The Song of Roland), “The Age of Faith,” reflected in art, literature, 
theology, etc., Mongol invasions disrupt everything from the Black Sea to China. 
 
Key terms: Normans, Magna Charta, Parliament, Crusades, Romanesque Art, Gothic Art, 
St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Francis, Innocent III, Holy Roman Empire, Mongols, Genghis 
Kahn 
 
Late Middle Ages (1300-1500) 
 
Major themes: A series of disasters shakes European civilization to its foundations. 
However, European civilization not only survives, but enters a period of new creativity.  
When focusing on the negatives, we generally think of this time period as the “Late 
Middle Ages.”  But note that, chronologically, this is also the period of the Renaissance!  
Pay special attention here to the devastating effects of the Black Death, a plague that 
wiped out perhaps 1/3 of the European population in a few years.  
 
Key terms: Black Death, Hundred Years’ War, Jacquerie, Babylonian Captivity of the 
Papacy, Great Papal Schism  

 
Japanese Feudalism 
 

Major themes: By the end of the 11th century A.D., Japanese emperors had become 
mostly figureheads.  Real power lay in the hands of the Samurai, a military aristocracy 
with a distinctive concept of honor (Bushido).  Later, military dictators (the Shoguns) 
fought for dominance of Japanese affairs.  “Feudalism” (if that’s really what it is) lasted 
much longer in Japan than Europe—right up through the 18th century!  
 
Key terms: Samurai, Bushido, Shogun 
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