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NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

 PRAXIS REVIEW SHEET 
WORLD AND UNITED STATES HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE (0941) 

World History 
Ancient Empires and Civilizations—Circa 1700 B.C.E.—500 B.C.E. 

 
History 121: Western Civilizations I, History 311: Chinese History, 

History 413: The Hebrews 
 
 
Praxis concepts addressed in these courses: India; Vedic Age, Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Mauryan Dynasty; China: Zhou and Han Dynasties, Confucianism, Daoism; and ancient 
Western Asia: Judaism and Israel, Persia, and Zoroastrianism   
 
 You should probably begin your preparation with a brief overview of each of the 
civilization mentioned above.  The relevant outlines and notes in the History 121 section of my 
Web site should help some (http://www.northern.edu/marmorsa/history121.htm). Reading 
through the table of contents of any good world civilization survey will help too. 
 

E.D. Hirsch’s New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy may be of some help to you in 
preparing, not just for the ancient history portion of the exam, but for the entire Praxis Social 
Studies Content exam.  You’ll probably find the online version of Hirsch’s book 
(http://www.bartleby.com/59) particularly convenient as you prepare for the exam. 

 
For more thorough coverage, see the various Internet History Source Books 

(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/).  The Internet Women’s History Sourcebook 
(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/women/womensbook.html) might be particular useful in 
reviewing for the gender questions you’ll likely find on the exam. 

 
The Washington State University World History site has excellent summaries related to 

the civilization specifically mentioned here.  See especially the material on India: 
http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/ANCINDIA/ANCINDIA.HTM

 
For Judaism and Israel, see the notes, outlines, and links from my History 413 class: 

http://www.northern.edu/marmorsa/history322(hebrews).htm
 
Persia and Zoroastrianism are slightly misplaced here.  The Persian empire does get its 

start just barely within the indicated time frame, but the Persian empire is much more important 
in the subsequent chronological period.  
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Major Themes and Key Terms 

 
Far East 

 
India   
 
Major themes: Aryan invasion (c. 1500 B.C.) disrupts previous Indian civilization but 
leads to a creative period, the Vedic Age (1500-500 B.C.).  Emergence of Hindu religion 
and the associated caste system. At the end of this period, reforms (Buddhism, Jainism) 
attempt more satisfying answers to the problem of evil and suffering.  Mauryan dynasty 
(321-185 B.C.) unites much of India.  One of the Mauryan rulers, Ashoka, converts to 
Buddhism, but, in India, Buddhism is for the most part, absorbed by Hinduism        
 
Key terms: Harappan Civilization, Aryan invasion, Hinduism, Upanishads, Vedas, 
pantheism, Buddhism, Four Noble Truths, Eight-fold Path, Mauryan Dynasty, Ashoka.  
 
China  

 
Major themes and key terms: emergence of river-valley civilizations similar to 
Mesopotamia and Egypt around the Huang He (Yellow River).  While later Chinese 
history produced from fascinating legends about the earliest period of Chinese history, 
we have no reliable written sources for the earliest Chinese dynasties. For the 
archaeological evidence, see the summaries of the Xia and Shang dynasties linked here: 
http://www.crystalinks.com/chinadynasties.html. 
 

 Key terms: Zhou Dynasty, Han Dynasty, Confucianism, Daoism. 
 

Western Asia 
 
 Mesopotamia 

Amorites (Babylonians) 2000-1000 B.C. 
  Assyrians (1000—612 B.C.) 
  Chaldaeans (Neo-Babylonians) 612-536 B.C. 
 

Major themes: The Babylonians (Amorites) improve on Sumerian foundations, creating 
a more stable empire, an elaborate legal code (the Code of Hammurabi), and literary 
works like the Enuma Elish and the Epic of Gilgamesh.  The Assyrians later create an 
empire extending from the Persian Gulf to Egypt, but their reliance on violence and 
cruelty isn’t enough to prevent collapse.  The Chaldaeans under Nebuchadnezzar try to 
recreate the greatness of old Babylon, but fail. 
 
Key terms: Babylon, Assyria, Chaldaeans, Hammurabi, Code of Hammurabi, Ziggurat, 
Marduk, Epic of Gilgamesh 
 
Ancient Israel (1900 BC—70AD) 

http://www.crystalinks.com/chinadynasties.html
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Major themes:  A people important for one contribution: the Bible. The Hebrews 
(Israelites) challenge the polytheism which had dominated the ancient world. The source 
of the ideas that lead to the three great monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam.  
 
Key terms: Abraham, Moses, Torah, Deuteronomy, Isaiah, Monotheism  

 
Persia (c. 530 B.C—330 B.C. and revived later under Parthians and Sassanids)  
 
Major themes: Cyrus, Darius, and Xerxes create the greatest empire the world had yet 
seen.  Considerable conflict between Europe and the various Persian powers (Greece vs. 
Persia, Rome vs. Parthians, Byzantium vs. Sassanids), but also much cultural 
interchange.  Zoroastrianism (the Persian religion) influences and influenced by Judaism.  
Some scholars argue that Jewish ideas on the resurrection, the messianic kingdom, 
angels, Satan, etc. are derived from Zoroastrianism.   
 
Key terms: Parthians, Ahura Mazda, Zoroaster  
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