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Northern State University  
 
History 151: United States History to 1877  
 
 
Concepts addressed: 
United States History: Growth and Expansion of the Republic  
 
 
Students should review Irwin Unger, These United States (Vol. 1), chapters 7-9.  

I. Political Parties in the New Republic  
a. America's first political parties grow up around Alexander Hamilton, Thomas 

Jefferson and their different ideas about the future of the country.  
i. Alexander Hamilton outlines his pro-manufacturing plans for the economy 

beginning with his Report on Public Credit (1790) and Reports on 
Manufacturing (1791-92). Hamilton's Federalist Party develops and was pro-
England and anti-France.  

ii. Thomas Jefferson wants the U.S. to remain agricultural and dependent on 
foreign trade for manufactured goods. Jefferson's Democratic Republican 
Party develops and was pro-France (especially early in the French 
Revolution) and anti-England.  

b. These political parties are shaped by foreign events. England and France are fighting 
each other in the Napoleonic Wars (1793-1815) and attacking American merchant 
vessels with impunity. Domestic events, including the Whiskey Rebellion of 1794, 
also shape these parties.  

i. England continues to attack American ships and impress (force into service) 
American crews. Jay's Treaty of 1795 attempts to end these attacks but fails.  

ii. Crises with France include Citizen Genet Affair (1794), XYZ Affair (1798), 
and the Quasi-War with France (1798-1800)  

iii. Conflict with France and England leads Pres. John Adams and the Federalists 
to enact the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798 to suppress Democratic-
Republican dissent. Jefferson and James Madison protest this suppression in 
the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions.  

c. Federalists and Democratic-Republicans battle fiercely in the Election of 1800. After 
a bitterly contested election, Thomas Jefferson is elected president and Aaron Burr 
vice-president. Jefferson keeps America out of war with England and France and is 
elected to a second term in 1804. Jefferson negotiates the Louisiana Purchase in 1804 
but fails to force England and France to stop attacking our ships through his Embargo 
of 1807-08.  

II. War of 1812 and the Expansion of the Republic  
a. War of 1812  

i. Oliver Hazard Perry destroys the British fleet on Great Lakes in Sept. 1813  
ii. Andrew Jackson crushes Creek Indians in March 1814. 

iii. British invade and bum Washington, D.C. in August 1814.  
iv. Treaty of Ghent ends war in December 1814.  
v. Andrew Jackson beats British at the Battle of New Orleans in January 1815.  

b. War of 1812 opens the West to even more settlement. British abandon forts on southern 
Great Lakes and Indian tribes from Michigan to Florida are defeated or "removed." The 
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war also shows the need for improved national transportation.  
i. Eli Whitney's Cotton Gin in 1793 opens the Mississippi Valley and west to 

profitable cotton agriculture. Thousands of cotton planters and their slaves move 
west.  

ii. Monroe Doctrine in 1824 closes Western Hemisphere to European countries 
allowing U.S. to focus on domestic growth.  

iii. The Erie Canal completed in 1825 links the Hudson River and New York City to 
the Great Lakes and points west.  

iv. Railroad era begins in the 1830s.  


