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The United States Constitution  
Students should review Cal Jillson American Government Chapter Two and Appendices B, C and 
D (Federalist #10 and #51).  

Students should be able to define and explain the relevance of the following.  

• The Articles of Confederation  
• Annapolis Convention  
• Shay's Rebellion  
• The Constitutional Convention of 1787  
• The Virginia Plan, New Jersey Plan, and Connecticut Plan (a.k.a., the Great Compromise).  
• Separation of Powers. Students should know the checks and balances among the three 

departments.  
• The unique features of the American presidency  
• The major features of the Constitution such as: Article One: Legislature; Article Two: 

Executive; Article Three: Judiciary; Article Four: Federal Relations; Article Five: the 
Amending process.  

• Know the differences between the House and Senate on such matters as area of 
representation, terms of service, number of members in the chamber, and the mode of 
election.  

• The following concepts are important: enumerated powers, implied powers, full faith and 
credit, necessary and proper clause.  

• The arguments of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists.  
• Students should be aware of James Madison's arguments about the extended republic in 

Federalist #10 and for separation of powers in Federalist #51.  
• The basic features of the Bill of Rights. What rights are included in the First Amendment? 

What are our criminal rights (see especially 4th and 5th Amendments)? How does the 10th 
Amendment explain the relationship between the national government and the states?  

• Students should also be aware of the major features of the 14th Amendment. See Jillson 
Chapter 13 for an explanation.  

An annotated version of the Constitution written by Professors Blanchard and Schaff may be found 
online here: http://etech.northern.edu/epublius/  
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