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The Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens  
Students should review Cal Jillson American Government Chapters Four, Eight, and Thirteen and 
Appendix C. Key terms are in bold.  

Students should know some basics about political socialization and elections:  

• What are the elements of political socialization? How do we become politically socialized?  
• What is political ideology?  
• What is the percentage of voter turnout in the United States compared to other mature 

democracies? Why don't people vote? Who is more likely to vote?  
• What are some influences on how individuals vote?  
• What advantages to incumbents have as they run for re-election?  
• What is voter registration and how does one register?  
• What kinds of primaries are there?  

Students should be familiar with some of the basic rights we have as citizens:  

• What are the differences between civil liberties and civil rights?  
• What is incorporation?  
• What kinds of limits to speech are acceptable under the First Amendment? Be familiar with 

prior restraint, clear and present danger and the rules governing obscenity.  
• What are the differences between the free exercise clause and the establishment clause?  
• What are our criminal rights? What is the exclusionary rule?  
• Be familiar with the Supreme Court cases of Marbury v. Madison, Dred Scott v. Sanford, 

Plessy v. Ferguson, and Brown v. Board of Education.  
• What happened in the Montgomery bus boycott? When was the March on Washington for 

civil rights and what was the result? What are the major provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964?  


