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Northern State University 

Geog. 210: World Regional Geography 

 
Concept addressed: 
Geography: the world in spatial terms: places and regions: and physical systems  

Students should review Salter and Hobbs, Essentials of World Regional Geography, 5th edition, 
chapters 1 and 2. Key terms are in bold. See also the National Council for Geographic Education 
website at http://www.ncge.org/  

 

I. World in Spatial Terms  

A. Geography analyzes the spatial distribution of people, places, and environments on the earth's 
surface. Geographers study where things are, why they are there, and how they relate to other things.  

B. Geographers use maps to acquire, process, and report spatial information. People use mental maps 
everyday to orient them, move around, and organize information about people, places, and tasks.  

C. Location in the world is most commonly measured by the coordinate system of latitude and 
longitude. Latitude measures your distance from the equator; longitude measures your distance from 
the Prime Meridian running through the Royal Astronomical Observatory in Greenwich, England.  

1. Latitude is measured in parallels because lines of latitude never meet.  
2. Longitude is measured in meridians because the lines meet at the North and South poles.  

II. Places and Regions  

A. People live in and are tied to particular places called regions.  

B. Regions are areas of land of considerable size defined by internal features that are significantly 
different from those of other regions. Geographers study the physical and human features of places; 
similar places and patterns are grouped into regions.  

1. Geographers create regions to interpret and analyze the complexity of people and places over 
the earth. Regions are human constructs--tools designed to help geographers recognize 
patterns between people and places.  

2. Culture and experience influence people's perceptions of places and regions over time. 
People and places can be seen from both emic (inside) and etic (outsider) perspectives.  

III. Physical Systems  

A. Geographers recognize four basic landforms: plains, plateaus, hills, and mountains. Two physical 
processes create and shape the Earth's landforms:  
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1. Internal or Tectonic Processes: processes that shape the earth's tectonic plates powered by 
energy from inside (internal) the earth.  

2. External or Gradational Processes: processes that shape the earth powered by energy from 
the sun (outside the earth).  

B. Climate, especially through the gradational processes, also shapes the earth's surface. Climate is 
long-term patterns to weather, especially the distribution of rainfall and other forms of moisture in 
the hydrological cycle. Geographers describe world climates according to these five variables:  

1. Latitude: Tropical, Temperate, High or Polar latitudes and climates  
2. Amount of moisture available to plants (in order of driest to wettest): Desert, Arid, Semi-

Arid or Steppe, or Humid.  
3. What is nearby: continental (shaped by nearby land) or maritime (water) climates  
4. Altitude: lowland or highland climates  
5. Prevailing winds and currents  

C. Climate and landforms create distinctive ecosystems or biomes that are predictably distributed 
over the world. Geographers recognize five basic biomes (in order of driest to wettest):  

1. Deserts  
2. Tundra  
3. Steppe or Short grass Grasslands  
4. Tall grass Grasslands  
5. Forests  


