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Traditions in Art, Architecture, Design, and the Making of Artifacts 
 
Demonstrate knowledge of vocabulary and concepts used in discussing art forms and techniques 
of art making that are associated with or produced in response to a particular cultural context; 
demonstrate knowledge of the impact on artists, artworks, and artifacts of cultural and other 
factors, including economic and political influences, technological developments, and the natural 
environment; and demonstrate knowledge of the relationship between society and those who 
make art/artifacts 
 
Vocabulary 
abstract, abstraction 
acrylic 
action painting 
aerial perspective 
alignment 
altarpiece 
amphitheater 
amphora 
appropriation 
apse, apsidal 
aquatint 
aqueduct 
arabesque 
arch 
archaic  
architectonic  
art brut 
assemblage  
atmospheric perspective 
atrium 
attic 
attribute 
automatism  
avant-garde 
axial 
axis 
background 
balustrade 
baptismal font  
baptistery 
barrel vault 
base 
basilica 
basilica plan 

bas-relief 
beadwork 
beehive tomb  
bestiary 
beveling 
biomorphic 
black-figure 
block printing 
bodhisattva 
Book of Hours  
bronze 
bust 
buttress 
calm 
calligraphy 
cameo 
camera obscura 
campanile 
canon of proportions 
cantilever 
capital 
capstone 
caricature 
cartoon 
cartouche 
caryatid 
catacomb 
cathedral 
centaur 
central-plan 
ceramics 
chakra 
cherub 
chevron 

chiaroscuro 
choir 
citadel 
Classical 
cloister 
codex 
coffer 
coiling 
collage 
colonnade 
column 
complementary color 
composition 
compound  
pier 
concrete 
content 
contrapposto 
corbel arch 
corbel vault 
Corinthian order  
cornice 
cross-hatching 
crossing 
cruciform 
cuneiform 
curtain wall 
cylinder seal 
dada 
daguerreotype 
digital art 
diptych 
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dome 
Doric order 
drypoint  
earthworks 
easel painting  
edition 
elevation  
embossing  
embroidery  
enamel 
encaustic  
engraving  
entablature 
etching  
Eucharist  
Expressionism 
facade 
fluting 
flying buttress foreground 
foreshortening 
form  
formalism  
forum  
freestanding  
fresco 
frieze 
gable 
gallery 
genre 
genre painting  
gesso 
gilding 
glaze 
gold leaf  
gouache  
graffiti  
graphic arts  
graphic design  
grid 
grisaille 
groin vault  
guild 
halo 
hanging scroll 
Happening 
henge 
hieroglyphs 
high relief  
history painting 
horizon line  
house-synagogue  

hue 
hypostyle hall  
Icon 
iconoclasm  
iconography 
ideal  
illumination  
illusionism 
impasto 
Impression 
incising 
inlay 
installation art  
intaglio 
interlace 
Ionic order 
ka 
kantheros 
keystone 
kiln 
kinetic art 
kouros   
krater 
lakshana 
lamassu 
lancet  
Latin-cross plan  
linear perspective  
lintel 
lithography 
lost-wax casting 
low relief 
mandala 
manifesto 
manuscript 
masonry 
matte 
mausoleum 
meander 
medallion 
medium 
megalith 
memory Image 
menhir 
menorah 
middle ground 
minaret 
miniature 
mobile 
modeling 
molding 

monastery 
monolith 
monoprint 
monumental 
mosaic 
mosque 
motif 
movable-type printing 
multiculturalism 
multiple-point perspective 
mural 
naturalism 
nave 
necropolis 
negative space 
niche 
nonobjective 
nonrepresentational 
obelisk 
oculus 
oil painting  
oracle 
order 
pagoda 
painterly 
palace complex 
palette 
panel painting 
papyrus 
parchment 
pastel 
pedestal 
pediment 
performance art 
photomontage 
piazza 
picture plane 
pier 
pieta 
pigment 
pilaster 
pluralism 
podium 
polyptych 
popular culture 
porch 
portal 
portico 
post-and-lintel construction  
primitivism 
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punchwork 
putti 
pylon 
raku 
readymade 
realism 
red-figure 
refractory 
register 
relative dating 
relic 
relief sculpture  
reliquary 
replica 
representational  
revivalism 
rib 
tomb 
rose window 
rosette 
rotunda 
salon 
sanctuary 
sarcophagus  
sculpture in the round 
sfumato 
site-specific sculpture 
slip 
squinch 
stadium 
stained glass 
stele  
stepped pyramid  
stigmata 
still like 
stupa 
style 
stylus 
tapestry 
tempera 
temple complex  
tenebrism 
tepee 
terra-cotta 
tint  
trancept  
triptych 
triumphal arch  
trompe l"oel  
Tuscan order 
tympanum  
ukiyo-e  
undercutting 
value 
vanishing point  

vaulting 
vellum  
veneer  
verism 
vignette 
warp 
wattle and daub  
weft 
white-ground  
woodblock print woodcut  
zeitgeist 
ziggurat 


