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Test Concepts: Decline of Classical Civilizations and Change-circa 500-1400 C.E. 
 
 
Feudalism in Western and Central Europe and in Japan:  
 
• What role did the Carolingian Intellectual Revival have in the preservation of  

ancient knowledge and the revival of literacy in western Europe?  
• In what ways did feudalism provide political structure for medieval Europe?  
• How did manorialism impact the economy of Europe during the Middle Ages?  
• As European peasants became serfs, how did this impact them in an economic and political 

sense?  
• How did Viking and Magyar invasions of Europe accelerate the development of feudalism?  
• In what ways did the Benedictines have an impact of the Christianization of medieval 

Europe?  
• Who were the key figures in the Investiture Controversy and how did this 

controversy influence the relationship between church and state?  
• Europeans launched several Crusades during the middle ages-what were the motives and 

consequences of these Crusades?  
• How did the Reconquista work to unite Spain and more closely link Spain to the European 

continent?  
• What was Scholasticism and what was Thomas Aquinas' contribution to 

Scholasticism?  
• What were some of the essential differences between Romanesque and Gothic 

architecture?  
• What was the Black Death and how did impact the population and economy of Europe?  
• What role did Joan of Arc have in the 100 Years' War?  
• Who were the Samurai of Japan and why did they become an important factor in the 

emergence of feudalism in Japan?  
• What were the key historical events during the Kamakura Shogunate of Japan (1185-

1333)?  
• What kind of an influence did Zen have in Japan during the Kamakura period?  


