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MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

 

Test Concepts:  Recent Developments (1960s-Present) 

Political Developments, including the War in Vietnam, the "Imperial Presidency", and the New 
Conservative Movement; Economic Developments including Changes in Industrial Structure, the 
Growth of the Federal Government, the Impact of Deregulation, and the Energy and Environmental 
Issues; Major Social Movements (Civil Rights, Women's Movement) and Social Policy Initiatives, 
such as The Great Society and the War on Poverty; Social and Cultural Effects of Changes in the 
American family and in the Ethnic Composition of the U.S. Population; International Relations, 
including U.S. Relations with the Soviet Union and its Successor States and the Changing Role of the 
U.S. in World Political an Economic Affairs:  

• Was John Kennedy correct when he claimed there was a "missile gap" in the campaign of 
1960?  

• What impact did a set of televised debates between Nixon and Kennedy have on the 
presidential election of 1960?  

• Why was Kennedy reluctant to support the Civil Rights Movement?  
• What role did Martin Luther King have on the emerging effectiveness of the Civil Right's 

Movement?  
• Why did the Cuban Missile Crisis occur and how was World War III avoided?  
• Why did Kennedy often say that the prestige of the U.S. was on the line in Vietnam?  
• Why do historians claim that Kennedy's Vietnam policies made South Vietnam into a military 

colony of the U.S.?  
• What were the essential elements of LBJ's Great Society?  
• Why did Congress pass the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution in August of 1964?  
• Why did LBJ decide to send U.S. "ground troops" to South Vietnam in 1965?  
• By 1966 which groups in the U.S. had joined to form a protest movement against the Vietnam 

War?  
• By the 1960s and 1970s in which ways had the women's movement expanded its base and its 

political objectives?  
• What was the "Tet Offensive" of 1968 and how did it change public opinion about the 

Vietnam War?  
• Which Democrats entered the Presidential primaries in 1968 in an attempt to keep LBJ from 

being nominated?  
• What formed the basis of Nixon's political platform in the 1968 election?  
• Why did Nixon bomb and send American troops into Cambodia in 1970, and what was the 

response to these policies in the U.S.?  
• Why is Nixon's presidency often referred to as an "imperial presidency"?  
• What were the causes and consequences of the Watergate Crisis of 1972-1974?  
• What were the features of Detente?  
• Why are Reagan's terms as President and his policies referred to as the "Reagan Revolution?  


