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MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 

Test Concepts:  The Second World War and the Postwar Period (1939-1963)  

Causes of United States Participation in the Second World War and of the Consequences at Home 
and Abroad: the Advent of the Atomic Age and Domestic and Foreign Developments during the 
Cold War (for Example. McCarthyism. the Cuban Missile Crisis): and Political. Economic. Social. 
and Cultural Life in the 1950s (for Example. Brown V. Board of Education of Topeka. the 
"American Dream". the Baby Boomers)  

• What did FDR mean when he proclaimed in 1940 that the U.S. had to become the "Arsenal of 
Democracy"?  

• Which principles are stated in the Atlantic Charter of August, 1941?  
• Why was the U.S. drawn into World War II on December 7, 1941?  
• While the New Deal never solved the economic problems of the Great Depression, how did 

entry into World War II impact the U.S. economy?  
• Why did women take jobs in factories during World War II and how did this subsequently 

impact their status in society?  
• At the Casablanca Conference of 1943, what terms for waging World War II were announced by 

Churchill and FDR?  
• Why is D-Day, June 6, 1944 often referred to as the climatic battle of World War II?  
• Why were FDR and Churchill in weaker diplomatic positions than Stalin at the Yalta Conference 

of 1945?  
• Did Truman use the atomic bomb to simply end World War II in the Pacific sooner, or was the 

atomic bomb primarily used to send a message to the Soviet Union?  
• Why did the Truman Doctrine represent a turning point in U.S. foreign policy?  
• What was the Marshall Plan and was it primarily humanitarian in purpose, or is it best 

understood as a Cold War policy?  
• What were the findings of NSC #68 and how did these findings influence Cold War policy?  
• What was the "Containment" policy and why did the U.S. get involved in the Korean War?  
• Why did McCarthyism cause such a controversy in American society and what kind of damage 

did it do to constitutional liberties?  
• Why was Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka a landmark case for the Civil Right's 

Movement?  
• What were the elements of the culture of prosperity that developed during the 1950s and why did 

a protest against this prosperity develop in the form of the Beatniks?  
• What were the motivations behind the Interstate Highway Act of 1955?  
• When he left office Eisenhower warned the American people about the power of the "military-

industrial complex", Why did he give this warning?  


