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MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 

Test Concepts:  Progressive Era through the New Deal (1900-1939)  

Political. Economic. and Social Developments. (Example: Direct Ballot. Federal Reserve. Settlement 
House Movement). Internal Migration and Mexican Immigration. Participation in the First World 
War and the Consequences at Home and Abroad; Political. Economic. Social and Cultural Life in the 
"Roaring Twenties" (for Example. the Red Scare. Prohibition. Harlem Renaissance); Political. 
Economic and Social Developments during the Great Depression and the New Deal:  

• What was Theodore Roosevelt's Square Deal?  
• Why did Theodore Roosevelt get the reputation for being a "trust-buster"?  
• How did the U.S. secure the right to build the Panama Canal and what were the consequences of 

the building of this canal?  
• Why is Theodore Roosevelt's contribution to the conservation of natural resources often referred 

to as his greatest legacy?  
• Why was there a controversy known as Hetch-Hetchy, and what were the results of that 

controversy?  
• How did Woodrow gain the Presidency in 1912 to become just the second Democrat to gain that 

office since the Civil War?  
• What domestic policies did Wilson initiate that establish his credentials as a Progressive?  
• Why did Wilson announce that the U.S. would remain neutral when World War I started in 

1914?  
• Why did the U.S. manage to stay out of the First World War when the Lusitania was sunk in 

1915?  
• What factors lead to the collapse of American neutrality in April of 19177  
• Why did Wilson claim that the U.S. was entering the war to "make the world safe for democracy 

and to promote the ideal of self-determination?  
• In what ways were the constitutional rights of Americans abused on the home front during World 

War I?  
• What were the essential principles behind Wilson's Fourteen Points?  
• Why did a debate over the Treaty of Versailles occur in the U.S. and why did the U.S. decide not 

to join the League of Nations?  
• How and why did women get the right to vote in 1920?  
• Why was there a Red Scare in the U.S. in 1919-1920?  
• Which political party dominated politics in the 1920s and why?  
• What were the causes of the stock market crash of 1929 and of the Great Depression of the 

1930s?  
• What was the underlying philosophy of FDR's New Deal?  
• In which fundamental way did FDR manage to transform the American understanding of the 

function of government?  
• Which New Deal reforms continue to have an impact on present-day America?  


