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MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

 

Test Concepts:  Emergence of the Modern United States (1877-1900)  

United States Expansion and Imperialism, including the Displacement of Native Americans, the 
Development of the West, and international involvements: industrialization and the political, 
Economic, and Social Changes Associated with Industrialization in this Period: European and Asian 
Immigrants: Causes and Consequences of Urban Development in this Period: Political. Cultural. and 
Social Movements (such as Populism, Women's Rights, Social Darwinism): and the Growth of Jim 
Crow Legislation in the South:  

• What impact did the Homestead Act of 1862 have on the westward movement?  
• What was the Dawes Severalty Act?  
• What is the Turner Thesis and what impact did it have on the study of American history?  
• What was the significance of some of the final battles against Native Americans on the plains, 

such as The Battle of the Little Bighorn and the Wounded Knee Massacre?  
• What impact did "bonanza" activities such as mining and cattle drives have on the westward 

movement?  
• How did the development of a transcontinental railroad unite the country and promote westward 

movement?  
• Which group of Asian immigrants had a major role in the building of the transcontinental 

railroad?  
• In what ways were people like Rockefeller and Carnegie the driving forces behind 

industrialization and why are they sometimes referred to as Robber Barons?  
• Why did the Knights of Labor appear and what were the goals of this organization?  
• What approach to unionism was advocated by Samuel Gompers and the AFL?  
• Which technological innovations allowed for the building of skyscrapers in American cities?  
• What issues were faced by immigrants as they arrived in the U.S. and attempted to join the work 

force?  
• In what sense did the American government of the late nineteenth-century provide a pro-big 

business environment?  
• Who was Jane Addams and what were the settlement houses designed to do?  
• What was the philosophy of Social Darwinism and how did the "robber barons" use it to their 

advantage?  
• What were the causes and results of a major economic depression in the 1890s?  
• Who were the Populists, why did they get politically organized and which policies did they 

advocate?  
• Why was the coinage of silver a major issue in the presidential campaign of 1896?  
• Why did the U.S. go to war against Spain in 1898?  
• What was the nature of the debate over imperialism in the election of 1900?  


