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MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

 

Test Concepts:  Civil War Era (1850s-1870s)  

The Growth of Sectionalism and of Attempts at Political Compromise: the Abolitionist Movement. 
including the Roles of African Americans and Women in the Movement: Failure of Political 
Institutions in the 1850s to Ease Sectional Tensions: the Civil War (1861-1865). including its Causes. 
Leaders. and Major Events: and the Reconstruction Period. including the Various Plans for 
Reconstruction. the New Amendments to the Constitution. and the Compromise of 1877:  

• Who was the driving force behind the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 and what impact did this 
bill have on sectionalism?  

• What was the position of the Republican Party in regards to the expansion of slavery as the party 
emerged in the 1850s?  

• What role did Frederick Douglas have in the abolitionist movement?  
• What role did women such as E. C. Stanton and Susan B. Anthony have in the abolitionist 

movement?  
• Why did reformers like W. L. Garrison advocate the immediate abolition of slavery?  
• What did the Supreme Court proclaim in the Dred Scott case of 1857 and how did this increase 

sectional tension?  
• What positions on the major issues of the day did Lincoln take in the LincolnDouglas Debates of 

1858?  
• What positions on slavery and race relations did Douglas take in the LincolnDouglas Debates of 

1858?  
• What impact did John Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry in 1859 have on the events that led to the 

outbreak of Civil War?  
• Why did the North have to fight the Civil War with an "offensive strategy"?  
• What advantages did the North have over the South in terms of population and resources?  
• Why did the South have to fight the Civil War with a "defensive strategy"?  
• As the Civil War started, why did Lincoln insist that it was a war to save the Union, rather than a 

war to end slavery?  
• In what way did Lincoln extend the goals of the Civil War in 1863 when he announced his 

Emancipation Proclamation?  
• Why were the following battles key events in the Civil War: Antietam and Gettysburg?  
• What were Lincoln's major themes in the Gettysburg Address?  
• What were Lincoln's reconstruction policies?  
• Why did the Republicans want to impose Radical Reconstruction on the South, and what were 

the features of Radical Reconstruction?  
• Which three Constitutional amendments are known as the "Reconstruction Amendments" and 

which reforms did they institute? 
• What impact did the Compromise of 1877 have on Reconstruction?  


