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MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 

Test Concepts:  Continued National Development (1829-1850s)  

Political Issues and Conflicts. Jacksonian Democracy. the Nullification Crisis. Manifest Destiny. the 
Mexican War and Cession. the Oregon Territory: Geographic Expansion. the Displacement and 
Destruction of Native American Peoples. Conflict over the Expansion of Slavery. and the 
Incorporation of Latino Populations: Industrialization. including Technological and Agricultural 
Innovations. and the Early Labor Movement: and Social and Cultural Developments. such as 
Changes in the Role of Women in Society. Immigration. and Reform Movements (Temperance. 
Prison Reform):  

• Why did Jackson consider the results of the election of 1824 a "corrupt bargain"?  
• How did the Democrats build a grass-roots party and broaden political participation by the time 

of the election of 1828?  
• After winning the election of 1828, in what sense did Jackson use a "spoils system"?  
• What role did John Calhoun have in the development of sectionalism and state's rights?  
• Why did South Carolina attempt to nullify the tariffs of 1828 and 1830, how did Jackson respond 

and in what sense was this crisis a preview of future conflicts?  
• Why did the Jackson administration support Indian Removal and what was the Trail of Tears?  
• What were the economic results of Jackson's decision to "kill" the National Bank?  
• Why was the phrase "Manifest Destiny" coined in 1845 and how was this concept used to 

support westward movement?  
• What were the causes of the Mexican War?  
• Which issues came to the forefront as the U.S. debated the policies that would deal with the 

Mexican session?  
• How did the Polk administration avoid war with Great Britain over the issue of Oregon?  
• Why did the Democrats advocate the policy of "popular sovereignty" as the solution to whether 

or not slavery could extend to new territories?  
• What were the major provisions of the Compromise of 1850, who is credited with creating those 

provisions, and how did this compromise temporarily keep the union together?  
• How did the invention of the steamboat transform the market economy of the U.S. and unite the 

country in a nationalistic sense?  
• How did the cotton gin lead to increased cotton production and to the expansion of slavery into 

new areas?  
• What was Charles Finney's contribution to the Second Great Awakening?  
• What was the Doctrine of the Separate Spheres as it was applied to gender relationships and 

why did the women's rights movement reject this "doctrine" at the Seneca Falls Convention 
of 1848?  


