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MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 

Test Concepts:  Early Years of the New Nation (1791-1829)  

Political Development. including Presidential Administrations. Establishment of the Federal 
Judiciary. Growth of Political Parties. Foreign Policy Issues. including the Louisiana Purchase. the 
War of 1812. and the Monroe Doctrine: Economic Development. including Hamilton's Economic 
Plan. Tariffs. and Changes in Agriculture. Commerce. and Industry: Social and Cultural 
Development. including Immigration and the Frontier. Family Life and Role of Women. Religious 
Life. and Nationalism and Sectionalism:  

• What were the major political positions of the Federalist Party as it developed in the 1790s?  
• What were the major political positions of the Jeffersonian-Republicans as this party developed 

in the 1790s?  
• Why did Washington prefer to follow a foreign policy characterized by neutrality?  
• What was the Jay Treaty and why was it so controversial?  
• Why did Hamilton favor policies like funding and assumption and a national bank?  
• Why did the Federalists support the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798?  
• Why did John Adams consider avoiding war with France the greatest accomplishment of his 

presidency?  
• Why did Jefferson consider the election of 1800 a second American Revolution?  
• What set of circumstances converged to bring about the Louisiana Purchase and how did this 

purchase impact the subsequent history of the U.S.?  
• How did the Lewis and Clark expedition contribute to nationalism and the westward movement?  
• Why did Jefferson impose the Embargo of 1807 and why did it fail?  
• Why did the U.S. and Great Britain go to war in 1812 and what were the consequences of that 

war?  
• Why did U.S. victory at the Battle of New Orleans in 1815 result in an upsurge of nationalism?  
• What were the features of the Compromise of 1820, who was responsible for these features and 

why was this compromise an indication of the development of sectionalism in the U.S.?  
• What role did John Marshall have in the establishment of the federal judiciary as an important 

branch of government as the Supreme Court announced its decision in cases such as Marbury v. 
Madison and McCulloch v. Maryland?  

• In what sense was the Monroe Doctrine an expression of the foreign policy ideals of John Quincy 
Adams?  

• What was the Adams-Onis Treaty, which border did it establish for the first time and in what 
sense was it an expression of the growth of nationalism?  

• How did the construction of the Erie Canal impact agriculture, commerce and industry, as well as 
the status of the city of New York?  

 


