
Development of this review sheet was made possible by funding from the US Department of Education 
through South Dakota’s EveryTeacher Teacher Quality Enhancement grant. 

 

MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 

Test Concepts: Establishing a New Nation (1776-1791) 

American Revolution. including its Causes. Leaders. Events. and Results; Declaration of 
Independence and other Revolutionary Documents. Government of the U.S. under the Articles of 
Confederation; and the Process of Writing and Adopting the Constitution and Bill of Rights:  

• Why did the colonists begin to protest British taxation policies in 1765?  
• What was the Stamp Act Congress and what did Patrick Henry have to say about taxation and 

representation?  
• What role did boycotting have in the colonial tax protest movement?  
• What were the causes and consequences of the Boston Massacre?  
• What position did the Second Continental Congress take on the issue of taxation that had been 

imposed by Parliament?  
• Who was chosen by the Continental Congress to be the military leader of the Continental Army?  
• What was the message of Thomas Paine's Common Sense and in what way did it push the 

colonists toward declaring independence?  
• Why is John Adams often considered to be the steadiest of the revolutionary leaders?  
• What are the essential principles of the Declaration of Independence and who was the primary 

author of that document?  
• What role did Ben Franklin have in securing an alliance with the French?  
• What were the major provisions of the Peace of Paris, 1783?  
• How were the Articles of Confederation constructed so that each state had equal power?  
• What was the Northwest Ordinance?  
• Why did Shay's Rebellion work to convince prominent Americans that a new constitution was 

needed?  
• What were the features of the debate over the scheme of representation at the Philadelphia 

Convention of 1787?  
• What major compromises were made concerning slavery at the Philadelphia Convention of 

1787?  
• What are the three articles of the Constitution and in what manner is separation of powers built 

into the document?  
• Who wrote the majority of the Federalist Papers and what arguments did they make in favor of 

adopting the Constitution?  
• Who were some of the leading anti-Federalists and why did they object to the new Constitution?  
• What specific rights are delineated in the Bill of Rights and why was the Constitution amended to 

include a Bill of Rights?  


