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MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 

Test Concepts: European Exploration and Colonization 

Major Explorers and the Reasons for European Exploration of North America; Consequences of 
Early Contacts between Europeans and Native Americans; Colonization by Various European 
Powers for example. Spanish. Dutch. French; Establishment and Growth of the English Colonies. 
including their Political. Economic. Social and Cultural Organizations and Institutions; and Slavery 
and the Place of Free Blacks in America:  

• What motivated European explorers such as Columbus and Hudson to come to North America?  
• What did many "ethnocentric" Europeans think they had to offer to Native Americans?  
• Why did such a large percentage of the Native Americans die from diseases that Europeans 

brought to North America?  
• Where did the Spanish establish a presence in North America and what economic and religious 

motives and goals did they have?  
• Where did the French establish a presence in North America and what economic and religious 

motives did they have?  
• As the Dutch established a presence at the mouth of the Hudson River, what were their 

motivations to establish this society?  
• What characterized the English attempts to settle Jamestown as an English outpost in North 

America?  
• How did the use of tobacco as a cash crop impact the development of the colonies of the 

Chesapeake region?  
• What ideals and goals motivated the Pilgrims to settle in North America?  
• What was the Mayflower Compact and in what ways did it influence subsequent 

constitutionalism?  
• Why did the Puritans come to North America, where did they settle and what kind of a society 

did they develop?  
• As New England was created how did the village and congregation model create a society that 

prospered in subsequent years?  
• How did dissenters such as Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson provide an alternative to the 

Puritan consensus?  
• Maryland became a safe haven for which group of English colonists?  
• Why did the Quakers settle in Pennsylvania and how did their beliefs shape the society they 

created?  
• When was slavery introduced in the English colonies and what kind of an impact did this have on 

the social structure of the colonies?  
• What was the nature of the slave contribution to colonial society?  


