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MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE  
 

Test Concepts: Conflicts. Ideologies and Evolutions in the Twentieth Century  

Causes and Consequences of the Second World War; Causes and Consequences of the Holocaust and 
other Cases of Genocide in the Twentieth Century; Global Impact of the Cold War. Decolonization 
and Neocolonialism:  

• Why did the U.S. fail to join the League of Nations and in what way might this have contributed 
to the outbreak of World War II?  

• How did the failure of the League of Nations to respond to Germany's remilitarization of the 
Rhineland contribute to the outbreak of World War II?  

• What happened at the Munich Conference of 1938 and why was appeasement the wrong 
response to Hitler's foreign policy?  

• In what way did the imperialistic policies of Japan in the Pacific contribute to the outbreak of 
World War II?  

• Why did the U.S. abandon neutrality and enter World War II in 1941?  
• What were the issues that challenged the alliance between the U.S., Great Britain and the Soviet 

Union during World War II?  
• What was the Atlantic Charter of 1941 and which principles did it express?  
• Although the Soviet Union was an ally of the U.S. and Great Britain, why was its perception of 

the nature of the war so different from that of its allies?  
• In what sense was the Holocaust a result of the principles and ideals of Nazi ideology?  
• Why was there, initially, so much indifference toward the Holocaust in countries like the U.S.?  
• Why was the nation of Israel created in 1948?  
• Why did the World War II alliance between the U.S. and the Soviet Union disintegrate into a 

Cold War by 1947?  
• Why did the Soviet Union dominate the governments and societies of Eastern European countries 

in the post-World War II era?  
• How did the tensions of the Cold War lead to a nuclear arms race between the U.S. and the 

Soviet Union?  
• Why was the city of Berlin such a focal point of the Cold War?  
• Why was Korea divided into North and South and why did the Korean War take place from 

1950-1953?  
• In what ways were the forces of decolonization and neocolonialism at work in Vietnam in the 

twentieth century?  
• Why did the Berlin Wall collapse in 1989?  


