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MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

 

Test Concepts: Conflict. Ideologies and Evolutions in the Twentieth Century  

Causes and Consequences of the First World War and the Russian Revolutions. Interwar Instabilities: 
Political and Economic Instabilities in Europe and China: Rise of Fascism and Militarism in Italy.  

Germany and Japan: Rise of Anti-colonialism:  

• How did the naval race between countries like Germany and Great Britain contribute to the 
outbreak of World War I?  

• In what way did Serbian nationalism cause the outbreak of World War I?  
• What new weapons and technology made World War I the deadliest war, to date, in human 

history?  
• In what ways was the principle of self-determination applied in a highly selective sense as World 

War I came to an end?  
• How did the humiliating loss of World War I contribute to the rise of fascism in Germany?  
• Why is the Russian Revolution of 1905 often referred to as a cosmetic revolution?  
• How did Russia's entry and performance in World War I reveal the weaknesses of the Tsar's 

regime?  
• Why was Tsar Nicholas II forced to abdicate in early 19117  
• What were the policies of the Provisional Government of Russia in 1917 and why was this 

government unable to stabilize the Russian political scene?  
• Did the Bolshevik takeover of October 1917 represent a revolution or a coup?  
• What types of policies did the Russian Bolsheviks use as they came to power?  
• Why was the League of Nations unable to effectively deal with crises in the interwar period, such 

as Japan's invasion of China and Italy's invasion of Ethiopia?  
• How did the economic trauma of the Great Depression contribute to the rise of fascism in 

Germany, Italy and Japan?  
• According to Mussolini, what were the essential features of fascism as an ideology?  
• In what ways did Hitler revoke the Treaty of Versailles and proceed to rebuild the Germany 

military?  
• As Hitler consolidated his control over Germany, what types of policies did the Nazi party 

initiate?  
• Which opposing groups fought to gain control of China's social and political fabric in the 1930s?  
• Who was the leader of the anti-colonialist movement in India and what types of tactics did he 

employ?  
• In what ways did Ho Chi Minh's anti-colonial policies present a challenge to the France and the 

United States?  


