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EDUCATION OF EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS: CORE CONTENT KNOWLEDGE #0353 
 
DELIVERY OF SERVICES TO STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES (50%-60%) 

 
Assessment, including; use of assessment for screening, diagnosis, placement, and the making of 
instructional decisions, for example; how to select and conduct nondiscriminatory and 
appropriate assessments; how to interpret standardized and specialized assessment results; how 
to effectively use evaluation results in individualized family service plans (IFSP)/ individualized 
education program (IEP) development; how to prepare written reports and communicate 
findings; procedures and test materials, both formal and informal, typically used for pre-referral, 
classification, placement, and ongoing program monitoring; and how to select construct, 
conduct, and modify nondiscriminatory, developmentally and chronologically age appropriate 
informal assessments, including teacher made test, curriculum-based assessment, ad alternatives 
to norm-referenced testing (including observations, anecdotal records, error analysis, miscue 
analysis, self-evaluation, questionnaires, and interviews, journals and learning logs, portfolio 
assessment). 
 

A. Explain the role of assessment in the screening process. 
 

B. Explain the role of assessment in the diagnosis process of special education. 
 

C. Explain the role of assessment in the placement process of special education. 
 

D. Explain the role of assessment in the instructional decision making phase of the 
special education process. 

 
E. Explain the nondiscriminatory and accountability components of IDEA 1997 and 

IDEA 2005. 
 

F. Explain the pre-referral process. 
 

G. Explain the program monitoring/accountability phase of special education. 
 

H. Explain the role of assessment in the development of the IFSP. 
 

I. Explain the role of assessment in the development of the IEP. 
 

J. Explain standardized/formal assessment, include; 
1. Reliability 
2. Validity 
3. Standard deviation 
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4. Standard error of measurement 
 

K. Compare/contrast norm-referenced testing with criterion referenced testing. 
L. Explain how to compile assessment data for a written report for the IEP development. 

 
M. Explain curriculum-based assessments. 

 
N. Explain informal assessments. 

 
O. Explain the pros and cons of teacher made tests. 

 
P. Explain systematic and non-systematic observations. 

 
Q. Explain ways of recording observations, including; 

1. recollections 
2. interviews 
3. anecdotal records 
4. error analysis 
5. self-evaluations 
6. journals  
7. learning logs 
8. portfolio assessments 

 
R. Explain the pros and cons of portfolio assessment. 

 
S. Explain the skills assessed in a portfolio. 
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