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Physical Geography of North America (Anglo-America)  

1. List, define, describe and give an example of each of the 5 Themes of Geography.  
2. Define geography.  
3. Be able to describe the difference between climate and weather.  
4. Be able to use a variety of maps (physical, vegetation, soil, precipitation, population, etc.) 

and explain and interpret their use.  
5. Define the term region and be able to give examples.  
6. Describe the difference between Orographic, Frontal, and Convectional Precipitation.  
7. What are the physical characteristics of the Canadian Shield?  
8. Explain the changes in vegetation as one moves across the United States and Canada 

from south to north.  
9. List the landscape regions of the United States and Canada.  
10. What are Chernozem soils?  
11. Describe the characteristics of the landscape region that you live in.  
12. Describe the physical features of the following regions: Appalachian Highlands, Gulf 

Atlantic Coastal Plain, Western Mts. and Plateaus, Interior Lowlands.  
13. Locate the early European Culture Hearths in America.  
14. Where are the largest population centers in the United States and Canada? 
15. What important crops are raised in various agricultural regions of the United States and 

Canada?  
16. What is a Megalopolis? Name four megalopolis areas in the United States.  
17. What is Appalachia? Discuss problems that this area experiences.  
18. Describe the role that Hispanic Americans play in U.S. society. Where are the largest 

Hispanic concentrations of people in the U.S.?  
19. Describe the unique characteristics of the province of Quebec.  
20. Why does most of Canada's population live within 200 miles of the U.S. Border?  
21. Identify the major immigrant groups that came to the U.S. during the 19th and early 20th 

centuries.  
22. Compare the natural resources that the United States and Canada are endowed with.  
23. What is the biggest battle or war that the city of New Orleans is fighting?  
24. What barriers hinder the productive use of Canada's natural resources?  
25. What is Gentrification?  
26. The U.S. has a greater range of natural hazards than any other country in the world. List 

some of these hazards. 
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27. Describe the spatial patterns of poverty in the U.S.  
28. What are some common problems shared by African-Americans, Hispanics, Native 

Americans in the U.S. and how do these problems affect economic growth?  
29. What are some future problems that the United States and Canada will have to face?  
30. How did glaciers affect the geography of North America?  
31. Describe what is needed for the development of a hurricane.  
32. What impact did Europeans have on Native Americans after 1492?  
33. Describe what core-periphery relationship is, and give an example.  
34. List several ways in which the baby boom has affected the United States.  
35. Define: Primary, Secondary, Tertiary, Quaternary Activities in the economy and give an 

example of each.  
36. Describe the Geography of Religion in the United States and Canada.  
37. Define the terms: State, state, nation.  
38. Define Centripetal and Centrifugal Forces, and give some examples of each for the 

United States and Canada.  
39. How does gerrymandering affect political geography?  
40. Distinguish between gathering industries and extractive industries. Give an example of 

each.  
41. Give an example of nonrenewable and renewable resources.  
42. Describe Alfre Weber's "Least Cost Theory of Location" in relationship to manufactured 

goods.  
43. What is a real specialization? What role does transportation play in it?  
44. How have interstate highways impacted the geography of the United States?  
45. Why is Canada well suited for air transportation?  
46. Define the geographic terms: site and situation  
47. Name and describe 3 basic models of American city structure.  
48. Name some economic implications of recreation.  
49. What are some of the problems of balancing use and preservation in the National Parks 

System?  
50. Describe Canada's national recreational resources.  
51. What is the importance of tourism in the United States and Canada?  
52. What are some major influences on the demand for recreational resources?  
53. Describe the process of Eutrophication.  
54. Describe environmental impacts on water in the United States and Canada. Give 

examples.  
55. Identify some environmental impacts on air in the United States and Canada, and give 

examples.  
56. What are 2 environmental problems that are of concern in the United States and Canada? 

Describe how each affects the environment.  
57. The disposal of solid wastes poses what problems? What methods are used in the U.S. 

and Canada?  
58. Explain the difference between hazardous waste and radioactive waste. How are they 

disposed of?  
59. Describe what a culture region is.  
60. Define the word: culture  
61. Different localities have a unique sense of place. List some characteristics that give a 

place character, so that place feels and looks like no other place.  
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62. What factors make Canada a unique country? Describe some of these factors.  
63. Identify on a map of Anglo-America the major physical features, states, provinces.  


