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Concept:  World History 
 
Egypt – Located in Northern Africa.  The Nile River is an important landmark.  Has had 
old, middle (2061-1784 B.C. and new kingdoms (1379-162 B.C.).  Believed in many 
Gods, but the Sun God, Re, was their chief God.  Pyramids were built beginning in the 
Old Kingdom (2750- 2260 B. C.).  Created the 365-day calendar.  Children were valued.  
Important names were Menes who united Egypt.  Osiris who was to have created the 
earth as a God.  King Tutenkhamen who became king at nine and died at 19.  The 
Egyptians mummified their dead and built great pyramids to their kings and pharaohs.  
The Great Pyramid of Cheops is the largest however there are around 80 today.  Egyptian 
doctors treated patients with splints and casts and used drugs for various diseases.  
Ancient Egypt had three classes – kings and nobles, traders and merchants, laborers and 
slaves. Early Egypt relied on agricultural trade and prospered by using the Nile’s 
floodwaters to plant carefully.  Also, conquered nations provided some wealth. 
 
India – 1500 B.C. migration into India and introduction of Hinduism.  563 B.C. 
Siddhartha Gautama became the founder of Buddhism.  320 B.C. India’s first empire. 
 
Migration in 1500 was from Eastern Europe and western Asia.  Divided society into four 
social classes – a precursor to India’s caste system, the foundation of Hinduism in India.  
Maurya was the first ruler of India, ruthless at the outset he found Buddhism and spread 
the religion throughout the region.  When he died India became many small kingdoms.  
In 320 AD, Maurya’s descendent started the Gupta Empire.  Hindus believe in 
reincarnation and celebrate many gods.  Buddhism believes in peace through sacrifice.  
Indian mathematicians developed the base 10 system we use today.  The origins of the 
Indian language is Sanskrit.  Agriculture and trade was the focus of the economy, 
especially along the Indus and Ganges rivers. 
 
Mesopotamia – the Fertile Crescent – included what are now parts of Syria, Turkey, 
Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Israel – bordered by the Mediterranean, Persian Sea, and the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers. 
 
Sumerians who lived in Mesopotamia had many city states ruled by kings.  Many rulers 
and battles ensued until the time of around 520 B.C. when the Babylonian Empire came 
to an end.  One of the greatest was Hammurabi who ruled all of Mesopotamia in 1792 
B.C.  He established codified laws that ruled all conventions of society.  The Sumerians, 
to keep records, created writing called cuneiform which were wedge-shaped symbols on 
clay tablets. Sumerians had three classes, men were given more rights than women.  The 
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Sumerians worshipped many gods.  Large cities grew which led to spectacular 
agriculture, surpluses that allowed for trade with Egypt, Greece and Phoenicia. 
 
China – most of China’s people live in the south and rice is the dominant crop.  Western 
China is much less populated than Eastern China and includes the Gobi desert.  Northeast 
China has much wheat and resembles Kansas but much more crowded.  Around 3000 
B.C. people were settling China near rivers as farmers and ranchers.  The Xia Dynasty 
was the first organized ruling of China succeeded by the Shang Dynast from 1766 to 
1122 B. C.    During this time, the Chinese built great, walled cities began using money 
and developed bronze.  The Zhou Dynasty followed in 1100 B.C. A feudal system was 
established by the leaders appointing family members and friends in positions of power.    
To help unify China the Zhou rulers developed a method of writing using pictures for all 
to understand.  The Zhou lost control to the many powerful lords, during this time 
Confucius tried to bring peace to his country and he began Confucianism.  Daoism and 
Confucianism both attempt to soften the hard times created by the rise and fall of 
dynasties by maintaining individual and social order.  The Qin dynasty followed, and 
although it lasted only a brief time, the leaders divided China into 36 provinces, censored 
many of the teachings of Confucius and began the Great Wall.  Qin is the root of the 
name China (Ch’in).  The Han Dynasty followed and the last emperor ruled in 220 A.D. 
The Han dynasty stood for order and stability with support for Confucian principles 
which are still followed today. 
 
The Chinese made the first books and invented paper money.  The Chinese believed in 
various gods and ancestor worship.  
 
Greece – It is the southernmost region of Europe and defined by mountains on all sides 
and many islands.  The mountains provided minerals, the Ionian and Aegean seas 
provided fish and other resources, still the Greeks looked beyond their border for land 
that was more fertile than the mountains where they lived.  The mountains created many 
political factions and city-states.   Greece was settled during the Stone Age around 10,000 
B.C.  The Minoans established a great society on the island of Crete and were into music, 
dancing and sport.  The civilization was destroyed by either an earthquake or fire in 1400 
B. C.  The Mycenaeans lived and traded with the Minoans and survived until around 
1100 B. C. settling along the Mediterranean.  During the Dark Age of 1100-800 B. C. 
many of the advances regressed until the Renaissance from 800-500 B.C. as Greek 
Culture spread around the Mediterranean.  During the Renaissance, Athens and Sparta 
became prominent cities.  Athens began what we would call a democratic state. Around 
500 B.C the Persian armies attacked Greece, however Sparta and Athens teamed to hold 
them off.  The Parthenon and the Acropolis were built to commemorate the victories over 
the Persians.  The Golden Age of Greece began around 479 B. C.  Hippocrates created a 
science for medicine, Socrates and Plato became great teachers and philosophers, and 
Aristotle followed their lead.  Archimedes and Euclid were great mathematicians.   In 
388, a strong king from Macedonia conquered Greece and soon his son Alexander 
became king.  Alexander conquered many lands, spreading Greek culture and democratic 
ideals from Europe to India.  Greek culture unified them and they may have been the first 
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to have a nationalistic identity.  The Greek economy depended on other areas for goods 
they needed, this was one reason for the spread of Greek culture. 
 
Romans – Rome was once the seat of the entire Roman Empire built on seven hills.  Less 
rugged than Greece, some agriculture could take place but with few good harbors, three 
was a need for Rome to grow.  People settled in Rome in 1000 B. C.  Rome was 
originally settled by the Latins, and then taken over in 600 B. C. by the Etruscans.  In 500 
B. C. the patricians took control of Rome and made it a republic.  The Romans developed 
a senate and elected officials.  Laws were written and adhered to.  The Romans took 
control of the entire Italian peninsula and looked to expand their influence.  By 146 B. C. 
the Romans ruled Greece, Macedonia, Northern Africa and southwestern Asia.  The 
Romans appointed governors to collect taxes in all of their conquered lands.  Julius 
Caesar came into power and became very popular.  He was killed in 44 B.C. and replaces 
by Augustus Caesar who began a time of peace for the empire.  The Romans lived in 
peace until their fall in 476 A. D.  The Romans had man gods including Jupiter, their 
main god who paralleled the Greek’s Zeus.  The Romans adopted and alphabet and 
developed the language of Latin which is the basis of many of today’s languages.  The 
Romans built great buildings like the Colosseum which was used for entertainment.  The 
Romans were excellent city planners who built roads and water systems.  The society was 
divided into social classes including slaves.  Because of their dominance, most of the 
Roman wealth came from taxes from other conquered countries. 
 
Japan – An island country with 86 percent of its land covered in hills and mountains.   
Most Japanese live on the island of Honshu, Mount Fuji is on the island of Honshu.  
Because of their isolation, the Japanese have been able to protect their culture and 
flourish.  People settled Japan 10,000 years ago.  The first culture is called Jomo, who 
were mainly fishermen and last until around 200 B. C.  Around 400 A.D. the first 
emperor of Japan took power.  Koreans transported Buddhism to Japan and it was 
accepted along with Shintoism around 600 A.D.  The government of Japan became 
feudal in four centuries as the samurai emerged in warrior states.  Many warrior (or 
shogunates) followed.  Around 1603, Japan closed its borders to all foreigners and cities 
and culture thrived.  Kabuki theater, haiku, prose, wood block print, etc. were part of this 
era.  In 1853, Commodore Matthew Perry of the United States established a treaty and 
Japan entered the modern world.  Adopting many western ideas, Japanese culture for a 
time was ignored, but has now been restored.  After World War II, Japan has moved to 
the forefront of world influence and recognition.  Japan’s influence particularly on art and 
literature and architecture is world-renowned. 
 
Africa – Only in the extreme north and south are there coastal plains which are fertile 
enough for agriculture to thrive.  There are two huge deserts in the middle of Africa, the 
Sahara (the world’s largest) and the Kalahari.  The savanna is located near deserts and is 
made up of short grasses.  The rain forest is located near the equator and is made up of 
lush forest.  Four rivers cross the continent:  the Nile, the Niger, the Congo and the 
Zambezi. 
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Sub-Saharan Africa – Ghana was a powerful and wealthy kingdom around 400 A.D.  
Ghana was conquered by a ruler named Sundiata who established the empire of Mali and 
ruled between 1235 and 1468.  The capital of Mali was Timbuktu; the women were free 
and highly educated.  Songhai took over most of west Africa from 1460 to 1530.  A great 
tax and communication system was set up, most of west Africa became Muslim.  Many 
other lesser kingdoms were established throughout this time.  Zimbabwe in what is now 
Rhodesia where much gold led to great wealth and culture.  Kanem Fornu located near 
Lake Chad which had a large Islam population and a well-trained army.  Hausa which 
established itself in Nigeria were great traders with Mali and Songhai.  The Benins in 
southern Nigeria who recorded their history on cast bronze plaques.  And the Bantus who 
traveled all of Africa spreading Islam and integrating into many other cultural areas. 
 
East Africa – This was the central location for most Bantu who established great farms, 
ranches and discovered methods for mining precious metals. 
 
Central Africa – Here the Bantu people became excellent boat builders and became 
known as the Kongo people.  They developed the earliest system of government in 
Africa.  When the Bantu became involved with the Portuguese in the 1400’s it caused a 
great setback to their people as the Portuguese used a brisk trade to benefit Portugal and 
also involved them in the Atlantic slave trade. 
 
Many of the people of Africa believed in many gods at first, but because of contact with 
Arabs most tribes became influenced by Islam. 
 
Andean and MesoAmerican Cultures – The Aztecs and Mayans lived in Central America 
and formed highly specialized societies, a trading network, sophisticated agricultural 
economy and had an enlightened view of nature and humanity.  They had a writing 
alphabet and a 365 day calendar and a numeric system.  They integrated religion and 
government.  Farming was the main occupation of both civilizations.  Women were 
allowed to become educated and hold high societal positions.  The Incas populated the 
Andes Mountains; they were a warrior empire that ruled over an area that included Peru, 
Ecuador, Bolivia, Argentina and Chile.  They built roads and bridges.  Most people 
worked on government farms while others paid their debt to society as artisans and 
merchants.   
 
Europe – 500-1300 A.D. – when Rome fell in 476 A.D. a new era began called the 
Medieval or middle Ages.  France, a Germanic province, became independent and 
connected to Rome, the Pope and the spread of Christianity.  Rulers such as Clovis, Pepin 
and Charlemagne with the Pope’s blessing conquered much of western Europe and 
spread Christianity.  William, Duke of Normandy, took the throne of England in 1066.  
He set up a feudal system and led an army of Knights that protected England and France 
from invasion.  During this time, the Byzantine Empire in Eastern Europe established 
itself as another power led by the Emperor Justinian.  The system during this time was 
highly structured with Kings ruling lords who built castles that were protected by knights.  
At the bottom of the social class were serfs who were tied to the land.  Soon towns did 
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spring up with a system of apprenticeship for craftsmen.  Women were only allowed to 
learn how to take care of the home and bear children.  The Byzantine Empire mirrored 
Western Europe as most people were poor farmers.  The Roman Catholic Church ruled 
the Christian kingdoms with a hierarchy of local parish, priest, diocese controlled by a 
bishop, archdiocese controlled by an archbishop, cardinals and pope.  To gain salvation, 
all people including kings had to pa one-tenth of their wealth to the church each year.  In 
1096, the Roman Catholic Church called upon all Christians to undertake a series of 
crusades to liberate the Holy Land from the Muslim infidels.  There were seven crusades 
until 1300.  As a result, Europeans began to see things in a different light which sparked 
the Renaissance.    
 
The Renaissance began around 1450 with many events: 
 
In 1450 the Bubonic Plague came to an end after claiming a third of Europe’s population 
and the hundred year’s war between France and England ended.  Italian artists, 
philosophers like St. Thomas More, Erasmus, writer like Shakespeare, and inventors like 
Gutenburg changed peoples’ way of life.  Scholars undermined the feudal system by 
spurring individual improvement and education.  Martin Luther broke from the church 
and begins the Protestant religion as John Calvin began Calvinism.  The Age of 
Enlightenment began in 1600, called the Age of Reason.  Voltaire, Newton, Locke, 
Galileo, Rousseau used observable fact and experience to try and describe the human 
condition.  The thought of individual rights, and the ability to make choices, and self-
determination.  These ideas filtered to Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson who 
were inspired enough to write the Declaration of Independence in 1776.  Because France 
had drained itself helping the colonies, France became fractured; on July 14, 1789 the 
French Revolution began.  King Louis and his queen Marie Antoinette were killed and 
chaos ensued until 1804 when Napoleon Bonaparte stepped in.  Napoleon tried to unify 
much of Europe and created laws that were enforced in all conquered territories.  He was 
defeated twice, culminating at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 and France returned to a 
monarchy.  Although this period of enlightenment meant great change, many of the poor 
found themselves in the same predicament as before as new monarchs took charge.  
 
British Revolutions – in the early 1700’s British farmers discovered crop-rotation, created 
better farming tools, and began enclosing large plots of land for much increased 
production.   The Industrial Revolution took off with many inventions, defined capitalism 
and increased urbanization.  Medical advances allowed for people to live longer, in 
particular Pasteur’s discoveries. 
 
 


