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POL153:  U.S. Government 
 
 
Concept: Political Science  
 
Students should be able to answer these questions: 
 
Government 
 
What is government? 
Where do people in government get the authority to make, apply and enforce laws? 
Why is government necessary? 
What are some of the most important things governments do? 
What are the purposes of rules and laws? 
What are the differences between limited and unlimited governments? 
Why is it important to limit the power of governments? 
 
Values and principles of American democracy
 
What are the most important values and principles of American democracy? 
What are the important beliefs Americans have about themselves and their governments? 
Why is it important for Americans to share certain values, principles and beliefs? 
Why do disagreements about values and principles arise? 
How should conflicts about diversity be prevented? 
How can people work together to promote American democracy? 
 
The importance of the Constitution 
 
Why is the U.S. Constitution important? 
What does the national government do and how dies it protect the individual rights of 
Americans? 
What are the responsibilities of state government? 
What are the responsibilities of local government? 
Who represents who in the legislative and executive branches of federal, state and local 
government? 
 
World nations 
 
How is the world divided into nations? 
How do nations interact with each other? 
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American citizenship roles 
 
What does it mean to be a citizen of the U.S? 
How does a person become a U.S. citizen? 
What are some important rights in the U.S.? 
What are some important responsibilities of U.S. citizens? 
How do Americans participate in government? 
What is the importance of political leadership and public service? 
How do Americans select political leaders? 
 
Students should be familiar with these terms: 
 
Natural rights 
Citizenship 
Naturalization 
Rule of Law 
Freedom 
Separation of church and state 
Social equality 
Nationalism 
Federalism 
Majority rule 
Minority rights 
Proportional representation 
Conservative 
Liberal 
Democratic Party 
Republican Party 
Libertarian Party 
Public Disclosure 
Political Platform 
Party line vote 
Pork-barrel politics 
Propaganda 
Bureaucracy 
Rd tape 
Electoral College 
Primaries 
Mayflower Compact 
Declaration of Independence 
Popular Sovereignty 
Separation of Powers 
Bill of Rights 
First 10 Amendments 
Judicial Branch 
Legislative Branch 
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Executive Branch 
Foreign Policy 
The cabinet 
14 Departments (i.e. defense, labor, state, etc) 
Income Tax 
Social Security 
National Defense 
National debt 
Trade agreements 
Monarchy 
Communism 
Dictatorship 
Diplomacy 
County and Municipal governments 
Civil Rights 
Due Process 
Corrections 
Legal Rights 
Civil Law 
Probable Cause 
Affirmative Action 
Rights of People with Disabilities 
 
 


