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GEO201 and 202:  World and U.S. Geography 
 
 
Concept:  Geography 
 
Five themes of geography: 
 
Location – Position on the earth’s surface.  Absolute and relative location are two ways 
of describing positions of people. 
Place – Physical and human characteristics.  All places on earth have distinctive and 
tangible characteristics that give them meaning. 
Relationship within Places – Humans and environments.  All places on earth have 
advantages and disadvantages for human settlement. 
Movement – Humans interacting on earth.  Human beings occupy places unevenly across 
the face of the earth.  Yet people interact and travel from place to place and rely on others 
outside of their environment. 
Regions – How they form and change.  An area that displays unity in terms of selected 
criteria; this can be nations, cities, counties or any other sort of defining criteria 
 
Students should be able to answering these questions in the context of evaluation 
geography: 
 
What do you see here? 
Why does it look this way? 
How did this happen and how does this compare to other places? 
Is this positive or negative? 
 
Students should have these skills: 
 
Place location 
Recognizing and expressing relative location 
Interpreting map symbols 
Interpreting size and scale 
Understanding directions 
Understanding representation such as globes, maps and atlases 
Comprehend latitude and longitude 
Interpret topographical maps 
 
Students should only review specific locations and characteristics in a conceptual fashion 
with some detail – for instance, 
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The U.S is located in the western hemisphere.  It is part of North America.  It is 
approximately 3000 miles wide and is bordered on the east by the Atlantic Ocean, on the 
west by the Pacific Ocean, on the south by Mexico and the Carribean Sea and on the 
north by Canada.  The U.S. has territories and two states not contiguous.  The U.S. has a 
wide variety of climate and resources. 
 
Most questions will be application rather than memorization of place, however some 
examples of particulars: 
 
Equator, international dateline, the continents, the oceans, major seas, major rivers, major 
mountain ranges, prominent regions, cities and countries 
 


