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Dakota Wesleyan University 

 
101 Introduction to Design, 102 Drawing I, 120 Art Appreciation, 456 Seminar in Art, 

330 Art History I, 340 Art History II 
 

 
Concept: Art Criticism and Aesthetics 
 
Demonstrate knowledge of basic vocabulary, principles, and approaches to art criticism, aesthetics, and 
art history; demonstrate ability to apply basic principles of art criticism in describing, analyzing, 
interpreting, and evaluation artworks and artifacts; and demonstrate ability to read, interpret, and 
evaluate art criticism as applied to given artworks and artifacts 
 
Students should: 

• Be able to identify and demonstrate understanding in reference to the elements and principles of 
design 

• Be able to apply skills in art criticism to their own work as well as the work of potential students. 
• Through critical investigation students should be able to develop a set of criteria or rubrics for 

themselves or students when approaching art making and criticism. 
• Be able to discuss content, imagery, symbolism and emotional impact with reference to a visual 

vocabulary.  General art appreciation studies will strengthen connections between contemporary 
artwork and historical artwork.   

• Know and be able to apply the 4 basic steps to art criticism, (description, analysis, interpretation 
and judgement) 

• Be able to identify the categories and basic media in producing art work.  (drawing, painting, 
printmaking, ceramics, architecture) 

• Through critical analysis students should be able to find connections between art works in a 
variety of ways, such as theme, techniques, technical methods, artistic movement etc. 

• Be able to identify and evaluate and critique their own work as it evolves. 
• Possess a simple understanding of various techniques related to art making.  
• Be able to develop an individual portfolio through self reflection and assessment and production. 

 
101 Introduction to Basic Design  
This foundation course explores the basic principles and elements of design using a variety of graphic 
mediums and elementary drawing skills.   
 
102 Drawing I This foundation course develops basic skills of drawing in a variety of mediums. The 
course explores perspective, still life, landscape  and introduction to figure drawing.  
 
120 Art Appreciation  
This is an introductory lecture course focusing on the theoretical, cultural and historic aspects of visual arts. 
Emphasis is on the  development of visual and aesthetic awareness. 
 
330 Art History I  
This course surveys the enduring monuments, periods, styles and artists  in the history of art from 
prehistoric times through the Renaissance. 
 
340 Art History II  
This course surveys the important monuments, periods, styles and artists  in the history of art from the 
Renaissance to present day. 
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456 Seminar in Art  
This seminar course focuses on development of a digital portfolio in conjunction with the students Senior 
Art Show.  Students are responsible for scheduling, advertising, and hanging their show.  Students will also 
create a digital portfolio and identity package.   
 
 


