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Dakota Wesleyan University 
 

120 Art Appreciation, 330 Art History I, 340 Art History II 
 
 
Concept: Traditions in Art, Architecture, Design, and the Making of Artifacts 
 
Demonstrate knowledge of stylistic and thematic influences and/ or relationships of artists, architects, 
designers, traditions, and movements on one another 
 
120 Art Appreciation  
This is an introductory lecture course focusing on the theoretical, cultural and historic aspects of visual arts. 
Emphasis is on the development of visual and aesthetic awareness. 
 
330 Art History I  
This course surveys the enduring monuments, periods, styles and artists  in the history of art from 
prehistoric times through the Renaissance. 
  
340 Art History II  
This course surveys the important monuments, periods, styles and artists  in the history of art from the 
Renaissance to present day. 
 

• The building blocks for this would be Art History I and Art Appreciation.  Art History I covers art 
Prehistoric art to the Renaissance.  Students will study the movements of the modern world more 
fully in Art History II.  In studio courses, students will also be asked to investigate different art 
movements and the influences of those movements and the artists within those movements.  This 
independent investigation will be evident in the artwork they produce. 

 
• Students will be exposed to the elements and principles of design.  They will learn these through 

critically analyzing art works.   (It needs to be noted that these vary somewhat according to 
author).   

 
• Students will identify and recognize characteristics of different art movements within the Western 

World.   Non-western Art will be introduced, however it will not be investigated in-depth. 
 

• Students will be exposed to relationships of artists, movements and styles in the Western world.  
Some of this is covered in studio classes,  however it is not as broad ranging as the academic 
courses. 

 
Students should: 

• Know major art periods and the distinctive features from that period. Prehistory to present. 
o Prehistoric, 
o Ancient Near Eastern Art 
o Aegean Art 
o Greek Art 
o Etruscan Art 
o Roman Art 
o Early Christian/Byzantine Art 
o Early Medieval Art 
o Romanesque Art 
o Gothic Art 
o Early Renaissance in Italy 
o High Renaissance in Italy 
o Late Renaissance in Italy 
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o Renaissance in the North – Early 15th Century 
o Renaissance in the North – Early 16th Century 
o Baroque (be sure you are familiar with Baroque in different countries) Italy, Spain, 

Flanders, Holland, France, England 
o Rococo 
o Modern World 

 
• Know key art works and artists associated with these time periods. 
• Know key art works, and artists associated with art movements in the modern world. 
• Know characteristics of key art movements of the modern world and the influential artists. 

 
o Romanticism 
o Realism and Impressionism 
o Post-impressionism, Symbolism, and Art Nouveau 
o Expressionism, 
o Fauvism 
o Cubism 
o Futurism 
o The Ashcan School 
o Dada 
o Surrealism 
o Geometric Abstraction 
o Russian Constructivism 
o Dutch De Stijl 
o German Bauhaus, 
o Abstract Expressionism 
o Environmental art 
o Pop Art 
o Op Art 
o Conceptualism 
o Minimalism 
o Art with Social Conscious (photography) 

 
• Be able to discuss symbolism in art through the ages. 
• Be able to analyze works of art in formal terms.  (using the elements and principles of design) 
• Be able to analyze and critique works of art as it applies to a particular medium and technique, 

such as printmaking, pottery etc. 
• Recognize works of art through the ages and place them in a period and if applicable a movement. 
• Know the basic ways art may be described: idealized, stylized, romanticized, nonrepresentational, 

abstract. 
• Be able to discuss the catalyst for different art movements, and include in that discussion key 

artists, and works.  
• Be able to identify and label key components of architecture. 
• Be able to discuss in brief the society in which the work was created.  Students should have a 

basic understanding of the context in which the artist lived and produced. 
• Students should be able to identify different art making categories and techniques. (painting, 

sculpture, architecture, printmaking, drawing) 


