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Dakota Wesleyan University 
Core Content Knowledge for Delivery of Services with Disabilities 

 
 
Professional roles, including: specific roles and responsibilities of teachers, for example: 
teacher as a collaborator with other teachers, teacher educators, parents, community 
groups, and outside agencies; teacher as a multidisciplinary team member; maintaining 
effective and efficient documentation; selecting appropriate environments and services 
for students; critical evaluation and use of professional literature and organizations; 
reflecting on one’s own teaching; teacher’s role in a variety of teaching settings (self-
contained classroom, resource room, itinerant, co-teacher in inclusion setting, etc.); and 
maintaining student confidentiality; the influence of teacher attitudes, values and 
behaviors on the learning of exceptional students; and communicating with parents, 
guardians and appropriate community collaborators, for example: directing parents and 
guardians to parent-educators or to other groups and resources; writing reports directly to 
parents; meeting with parents to discuss student concerns, progress, and IEP’s; 
encouraging parent participation; reciprocal communication and training with other 
service providers. 
 
SPD 206: 

1. Review the roles of all teachers for collaboration and consultation of services for 
special education students 

2. Create strategies to facilitate integration of all students within the school setting.  
3. Create a system to keep all parents or guardians informed of their child’s 

progress, school events, and concerns. 
4. Review the family dynamics in a home with a child/children with disabilities. 

Consider parents, siblings, marriage partners, and extended family members. 
 

SPD 320: 
1. Study your disability spreadsheet and be able to communicate, collaborate, and 

consult with school staff, community members, and parents to develop IEP/IFSPs, 
transition plans, behavior intervention plans, etc. that meet each child’s needs. 

2. Through understand the communication process (including listening skills); be 
able to explain to all concerned with a child’s welfare the term developmental 
disabilities and the differences between a developmental delay and a 
developmental deficit or disorder. 

3. Be able to explain how labeling children may affect their chances of success. Give 
the pros and cons for labeling. 

4. Be able to develop a plan for relationship building and communication with Para 
educators, parents, community resources, and other school support staff. This 
would include directing parents and guardians to parent-educators or to other 
groups and resources.  

5. Assist school personal in developing plans to meet the needs of English Language 
Learners.  
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