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Dakota Wesleyan University 
Core Content Knowledge: Delivery of Services to Students with Disabilities 

 
Test concepts in special education, including: background knowledge, including: 
conceptual approaches underlying service delivery to students with disabilities, 
including cognitive, constructivist, psychodynamic, behavioral, sociological, 
ecological, therapeutic (speech/language, physical, and occupational and medical 
approaches; placement and program issues such as early intervention; least 
restrictive environment; inclusion; role of individualized education program team; 
due process guidelines; categorical, non-categorical, and cross-categorical 
programs; continuum of educational and related services; related services and their 
integration into the classroom, including roles of other professionals; 
accommodations, including access to assistive technology; transition of students into 
and within special education placements; community based training; post-school 
transitions; and integrating best practices from multidisciplinary research and 
professional literature into the educational setting. 
 
SPD 206: 

1. Study your spreadsheet on each disability in order to answer questions on the 
above content knowledge. 

2. Be able to discuss the rights and responsibilities of students, parents, teachers, and 
other professionals, and schools related to exceptional learning needs.  

3. Be able to make appropriate decisions for students with disabilities based on 
current laws, policies, models of services, theories, philosophies and ethical 
principles regarding behavior management planning, special education practice, 
and implementation of services.  

4. Be able to choose validated instructional methods and practices for each child 
with a disability. 

5. Be able to effectively participate in the referral process for students with possible 
disabilities including the following: pre-referral strategies, evaluation and 
identification process, classification, program planning including IEP 
development, placement in the least restrictive environment, implementation of 
special education program, and review and evaluation.  

6. Be able to create a plan to evaluate instruction and monitor progress of 
individuals with exceptional learning needs.  

7. Understand roles of all teachers for collaboration and consultation of services for 
special education students. 

8. Create strategies to facilitate integration of all students within the school setting. 
9. Create a system to keep all parents or guardians informed of their child’s 

progress, school events, and concerns.  
10. Understand the family dynamics in a home with a child/children with disabilities. 

Consider parents, siblings, marriage partners, and extended family members. 
Create a positive support plan that includes the family, the child, and the school.  

11. Be able to access a classroom environment to assure developmental and 
functional appropriateness.  
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SPD 310: 
1. Study your disability spreadsheet.  
2. Review your portfolio. 
3. Review professional roles including consultation, collaboration, advocacy, 

communication with parents, teachers, community agencies, and school 
administrators.  

4. Review current research regarding working with students who speak a language 
other than English. 

5. Review transition planning for student with disabilities. 
 
SPD 311: 

1. Study disability spreadsheet for mild to moderate categories. 
2. Review the causation and prevention of disabilities according to the following 

perspectives or approaches: biological, behavioral, psychodynamic perspectives 
and sociological-ecological approaches.  

3. Review the major arguments for and against labeling students with a disability? 
Include the noncategorical perspective. 

4. Review who is on the IEP team, their roles (pay particular attention to changes in 
IDEA 2004).  

5. Be able to develop a lesson using each of the following instructional approaches: 
cooperative learning, constructivist, learning centers, facilitated groups, study 
skills groups, self-management, direct instruction, peer/cross-age tutoring, 
diagnostic-prescriptive methods, and guided practice.  

 
SPD 312: 

6. Study disability spreadsheet information on severe disability categories. 
7. Review the causation and prevention of disabilities according to the following 

perspectives or approaches: biological, behavioral, psychodynamic perspectives 
and sociological-ecological approaches.  

8. Review the major arguments for and against labeling students with a disability? 
Include the noncategorical perspective. 

9. Review who is on the IEP team, their roles (pay particular attention to changes in 
IDEA 2004).  

10. Be able to develop a lesson using each of the following instructional approaches: 
cooperative learning, constructivist, learning centers, facilitated groups, study 
skills groups, self-management, direct instruction, peer/cross-age tutoring, 
diagnostic-prescriptive methods, and guided practice.  

 
SPD 315: 

1. Review how to effectively use evaluation results in IFSP/IEP development.  
 
SPD 320: 

1. Using the disability table or spreadsheet you created, be able to communicate, 
collaborate, and consult with school staff, community members, and parents to 
develop IEP/IFSPs, transition plans, behavior intervention plans, etc. that meet 
each child’s needs.  
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SPD 325: Behavior Management 

1. Study the conceptual approaches underlying service delivery to students with  
      disabilities, including: cognitive, constructivist, psychodynamic, behavioral,  
      sociological, ecological, therapeutic and medical approaches. 

 
 
 


	Dakota Wesleyan University
	Core Content Knowledge: Delivery of Services to Students with Disabilities

