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Dakota Wesleyan University 
Core Content Knowledge: Legal and Societal Issues 

 
Test concepts in special education, including: federal laws and legal issues related to 
special education, including: Public Law 94-142; Public Law 105-17 (IDEA ’97); IDEA 
2004; Section 504; Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA); and important legal issues, 
such as those raised by the following cases: Rowley re: program appropriateness, Tatro 
re: related services, Honig re: discipline, Oberti re: inclusion. 
 
SPD 206: 

1. Through understanding of the following terms be able to recognize and follow 
appropriate practice for individuals with disabilities: due process safeguards; least 
restrictive environment; FAPE; zero reject; nondiscriminatory identification and 
evaluation; parent and student participation and shared decision-making; services 
to infants, toddlers, and preschoolers; related services and assistive technology; 
federal funding of SPD; and tuition reimbursement. 

2. Study the following laws that concern special education practices and be able to 
make appropriate decisions for individuals with disabilities: PL 94-142; PL101-
476 IDEA; PL 105-17 IDEA ’97; IDEA 2004; Section 504; and ADA. 

 
SPD 310: 

1. Understand the implications of special education law and be able to develop 
accommodations, adaptations, and technology plans to meet the needs of 
individuals with disabilities. Know the changes in related service requirements 
required by IDEA 2004. 

 
SPD 311: 

1. Understand the implications of special education law and be able to develop 
appropriate programs for individuals with mild to moderate disabilities. Be sure to 
consider the new changes required by IDEA 2004. 

 
SPD 312: 

1.  Understand the implications of special education law and be able to develop 
appropriate programs for individuals with severe disabilities. Be sure to consider 
the new changes required by IDEA 2004. 

 
SPD 315: 

1. Know the legal requirements for assessing students with disabilities. Pay careful 
attention to the new IDEA 2004 qualifying standards for special education that 
will be in place by fall 2005. 

 
SPD 320: 

1. Through understanding legal requirements of special education law, be able to 
make decisions based on legal issues such as student confidentiality; least 
restrictive environment; due process and parental rights; maintaining effective and 
efficient documentation; and collaboration with all concerned parties.  
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SPD 325: 
1. Review and be able to make appropriate decisions for students labeled 

emotionally disturbed. Pay careful attention to requirements for suspension and 
expulsion; manifest determination, and the 10-day rule. Also, consider changes 
that came about in IDEA 2004 concerning discipline of students with an ED label.  

2. Review the legal decision in the Honig case. 
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