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Basic concepts in special education, including: definitions of all major categories 
and specific disabilities, including attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), 
as well as the incidence and prevalence of various types of disabilities; the causation 
and prevention of disability; the nature of behaviors, including frequency, duration, 
intensity, and degrees of severity; the classification of students with disabilities 
(classifications as represented in the 1997; amendments to the IDEA ’97 in 2004, 
labeling of students (changing as of 2005); ADHD; the implications of the 
classification process for the persons classified, etc.); and the influence of level of 
severity and presence of multiple exceptionalities on students with disabilities. 
 
SPD 206 

1. Study the spreadsheet for each category.  
2. Be able to give pros and cons of labeling students with disabilities. Include 

how teacher attitudes can affect services for all children in their classrooms. 
3. Be able to discuss the rights and responsibilities of students, parents, 

teachers, and other professionals, and schools related to exceptional learning 
needs. Review the following terms: due process safeguards, least restrictive 
environment, free, appropriate public education and individualized 
education plan, zero reject, nondiscriminatory identification and evaluation, 
parent and student participation and shared decision-making; services to 
infants, toddlers, and preschoolers; related services and assistive technology; 
federal funding of SPD, and Tuition reimbursement. 

 
SPD 310:  

1. Study the spreadsheet and be able to meet the needs of all learners with 
disabilities. 

2. Study the portfolio of accommodations, adaptations, and technology that is 
appropriate for students in each disability area that you developed for class. 

 
SPD 311: 

1. Study the spreadsheet and be able to plan instruction and meet the needs of 
students with mild to moderate disabilities. 

 
SPD 312: 

1. Study the spreadsheet and be able to plan instruction and meet the needs of 
students with severe disabilities.  

 
SPD 315: 

1. Consider the characteristics of students within each disability category (pay 
attention to changes made in labeling students with disabilities as of the fall 
of 2005) and be able to describe types of assessment appropriate for each 
type of category. 
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2. Based on the characteristics of students within each disability be able to 
make appropriate individual education plans. 

 
 
SPD 320: 

1. Through understanding of the characteristics of students within each 
disability category, be able to develop with a team an individual education 
plan (IEP), an individual transition plan (ITP), or an individual family 
service plan (IFSP).  

 
SPD 325:  

1. Study the category in the spreadsheet developed for students with emotional 
disturbance. Be aware of the definition, behavioral characteristics, causation 
and prevention including the biological, behavioral, and psychodynamic 
perspectives and the sociological-ecological approach, and the dimensions by 
which behavior are measured including frequency, duration, intensity, and 
degrees of severity.  

2. Be able to give major arguments for and against labeling children with 
emotional disturbance.  
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