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Concepts addressed: 
Differences in the Ways Students Learn and Perform 
 
  
Howard Gardner 

• Theory of Multiple Intelligences 
o Linguistic (verbal) 
o Musical 
o Spatial 
o Logical-Mathematical 
o Bodily-kinesthetic (movement) 
o Interpersonal (understanding others) 
o Intrapersonal (understanding self) 
o Naturalist 

• What does Gardner’s work on multiple intelligences suggest about planning instruction? 
 
Abraham Maslow 

• Humans have a hierarchy of needs ranging from lower-level needs for survival and safety 
to higher-level needs for intellectual achievement and finally self-actualization 

• Self-Actualization – fulfilling one’s potential 
• What does Abraham Maslow’s hierarchy of needs suggest for motivation for learning in 

the classroom? 
 
B.F. Skinner 

• Operant conditioning – a form of learning whereby a response increases in frequency as a 
result of its being followed by reinforcement 

o When behaviors are followed by desirable consequences, they tend to increase in 
frequency 

o When behaviors do not produce results, they typically decrease and may even 
disappear altogether 

 
Erik Erikson 

• Eight stages of psychosocial development 
o Trust vs. mistrust 
o Autonomy vs. shame/doubt 
o Initiative vs. guilt 
o Industry vs. inferiority 
o Identity vs. role confusion 
o Intimacy vs. isolation 
o Generativity vs. stagnation 
o Ego integrity vs. despair 
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• Developmental crisis – conflict between a positive alternative and a potentially unhealthy 
alternative 

• The way in which the individual resolves each crisis will have a lasting effect on that 
person’s self-image and view of society 

 
Lawrence Kohlberg 

• Moral dilemmas – situations in which no choice is clearly and indisputably right 
• Stages of moral reasoning 

o Level 1 – Pre-conventional Moral Reasoning – judgment is based on own 
personal needs and others’ rules 

o Level 2 – Conventional Moral Reasoning – judgment is based on others; 
approval, family expectations, traditional values, laws of society and loyalty to 
country 

o Level 3 – Post-conventional Moral Reasoning – social contract and universal 
ethics 

• Moral reasoning – the thinking process involved in judgments about questions of right 
and wrong 

 
Carol Gilligan 

• Proposed a different sequence of moral development, an Ethic of Care 
• Individuals move from a focus on self-interest to moral reasoning based on commitment 

to specific individuals and relationships, and then to the highest level of morality based 
on the principles of responsibilities and care for all people 

 
Constructivism – a theoretical perspective that proposes that learners construct a body of 
knowledge that may or may not be an accurate representation of external reality 
 
Metacognition – one’s knowledge and beliefs about one’s own cognitive processes, and one’s 
resulting attempts to maximize learning and memory 

• Knowledge about our own thinking processes 
 
Schemata (plural for schema) – in contemporary cognitive psychology, an organized body of 
knowledge about a specific topic 

• Basic structures for organizing information, concepts 
 
Bloom’s Taxonomy – a taxonomy in which six learning tasks, varying in degrees of complexity, 
are identified for the cognitive domain: 

• Knowledge 
• Comprehension 
• Application 
• Analysis 
• Synthesis 
• Evaluation 

 
Make sure you can recognize the differences between lower order and higher order thinking in 
classroom activities, using Bloom’s taxonomy 
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• Learning Styles – Characteristic approaches to learning and studying 
• Performance Modes 

o Concrete operational thinking (Piaget) 
 Late Elementary to Middle School 
 Mental tasks tied to concrete objects and situations 

o Visual and aural learners 
• Gender differences 
• Cultural expectations and styles 

Identify and describe a strength and/or weakness in:  

• A lesson plan for meeting needs of individual students with identified special needs, as 
described in the case  
• Based on IEP goals?  
• Age/level appropriate?  
• Achievable?  
• Accommodations needed?  
• Other?  

•  The interaction between the teacher and students in terms of culturally responsive teaching  
• Is teacher aware of cultural implications?  
• Does teacher appear to value culture?  
• Does teacher include families?  
• Does teacher understand culture? 

 
 

Propose a strategy for:  

• Meeting the needs of a wide range of students (especially students with learning difficulties 
and students who are accelerated)  

 

 

 


