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Concepts addressed: 
Principles, Techniques and Methods Associated with Major Instructional Strategies 
 
 
Direct Instruction  

• Teacher led process of review, presentation, rehearsal, practice and assessment with small 
bits of content.  

• Most suitable for material requiring step-by-step sequencing.  
• Recognizable because of it's high degree of teacher-student interaction  
• Limitations: not generally suitable for whole class instruction, more successful in small 

group work.  
 
Direct Instruction: Methods  

• Direct Instruction  
• Madeline Hunter's "Effective Teaching Model"  

• Get students set to learn  
• Provide information effectively  
• Check for understanding and give guided practice  

• Allow for independent practice 
• David Ausubel's "Advance Organizers"  
• Mastery learning  
• Demonstrations  
• Mnemonics  
• Note-taking  
• Outlining  
• Use of visual aids  

Discovery Learning  

• Bruner's approach, in which students work on their own to discover basic principles  
• Student interaction with the physical or social environment (manipulatives, discussion groups, 

experiments)  
• Criticisms: Incorrect constructions of content may occur; Requires a considerable time 

investment  
• Provide structure to activities and help students relate their learning to key concepts and 

principles to maximize the effect of discovery learning.  

Whole Group Discussion  

• Can be applied to many disciplines  
• Helps students see information as dynamic, evolving understanding and not simply fact.  
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Leads to meaningful understanding of concepts and to subsequently better transfer to new 
situations and problems 

• Tips:  
• Make sure students have sufficient prior knowledge of the topic.  
• Make sure students feel comfortable sharing differing viewpoints  
• Use combinations of small and whole class discussion  
• Let students help OO1trol the pace and direction of the discussion  
• Apply pro/con (J judiciary structures  

Expository Instruction  

• Being "exposed" to the content, verbally, textually, etc in its "final" form.  
• Organization, visual aides, pacing, signals, and summaries facilitate students learning from 

expository instruction.  
• Criticism: Puts students in passive roles as learners.  

Mastery Instruction  

• Ensuring each student masters the content before moving to more complex ideas.  
• Criticisms: Assumes all students can comprehend ideas on an equal level; requires frequent 

adjustment in instructional pacing  
• Benefits: Research shows better student achievement on standardized tests, more confidence, 

enjoyment, and interest in subjects are a result of Mastery Learning.  

 


